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T HE world's ecology problems,
wars and rumors of wars, the

AIDS discase, earthquakes, Ihe world
economy, immorality, the peace-and-
safety cry, the apostasy increasing in
Adventism-aU these point to the soon
coming of Jesus and the final crisis.
But what does God expect from His
remnant church? And why has He
waited so long?

God needs a great demonstration
before the universe of what He can do
in fallen human beings. This mass de-
monstration will finally vindicate the
character of God before the entire uni-
verse. TIue, God's love was vindicated
at Calvary, but His pledge that sinful
human beings may be restored to fitness
for heaven is, apparently, not yet fully
proved. God will have the 144,000,
who have kept His commandments per-
fectly by the power of the Holy Spirit.
There have been many who have lived
through the different ages of time who
have perfected their characters in
Christ. Job, EnOCh, and Elijah were per-
fect law keepers. Their characters re-
sembled the character of Jesus fully.
SeeChrisl's Object Lessons, 69. Let us
remember that to be a real Christian is
to be Christlike. The Lord's messenger
draws for us the word picture of the
character of the last generation:

"The character of the one who thus
beholds Christ is so like His, that one
looking at him sees Christ's own char-
acter shining out as from amirror."
Sevemh-dayAdventist Bible Commen-
rary, vol. 6, 1097. This is how Enoch
walked with God and reflected His
image so perfectly Ihat God said, There
is no need for you to live in this sin-
cursed world any longer; and I can
trust you forever. Come enter into the
great joy of eternal living.

"Enoch kept the Lord ever before
him, and the Inspired Word says that he
'walked with God.' He made Christ his
constant companion. He was in the
world, and performed his duties to the
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world; but he was ever under the in-
fluence of Jesus. He reflected Christ's
character, exhibiting the same qualities
of goodness, mercy, tender compas-
sion, sympathy, forbearance, meek-
ness, humility, and love. His associa-
tion with Christ day by day trans-
formed him into the image of Him with
whom he was so intimately connected.
Day by day he was growing away from
his own way into Christ's way, the
heavenly, the divine, in his thoughts
and feelings. He was constantly inquir-
ing, Is this the way of the Lord? His
was a constant growth, and he had fel-
lowship with the Father and the Son.
This is genuine sanctification." Ibid.,
1097-1098

The human agent who is seeking
for truth can in Cnrist find the grace
and efficiency needed for victory. Be-
coming dissatisfied with everything but
perfection, he will seek to follow in the
steps of Enoch:

"Beholding Christ for the purpose
of becoming like Him, the seeker after
truth sees the perfection of the prin-
ciples of God's law, and he becomes
dissatisfied with everything but perfec-
tion. Hiding his life in the life of Christ,
he sees that the holin.ess of the divine
law is revealed in the character of
Christ, and more and more earnestly he
strives to be like Him. A warfare may
be expected at any time, for the tempter
sees that he is losing one of his subjects.
A battle must be fought with the at-
tributes which Satan has been strength-
ening for his own use. The human agent
sees what he has to contend with-a
strange power opposed to the idea of at-
taining the perfection that Christ holds
out. But with Christ Ihere is saving
power that will gain for him victory in
the conflict. The Saviour will
strengthen and help him as he comes
pleading for grace and efficiency."
Ibid., 1098

We are told in Cilrist's Object Les-
sons, 332, that "there are Enochs in this

our day." God has had His Jobs, Eli-
jahs, and Enochs in every generation.
The church's history, as well as God's
record in heaven, reveals that
sands went to a martyr's grave rather
than violate their conscience by
ing God's commandments.

The standard of righteousness has
never changed-perfect obedience to
all known lruth. Martin Luthcr qual-
ified, we are told by the Lord's mes-
senger, even while not keeping the
seventh-day Sabbath. And there were
possibly millions like him who qual-
ified during the dark Middle Ages, the
days of the Reformation, and even our
time.

But the final generation will be ex-
posed to the light of the dawning day
as God reveals through Scripture and
the Spirit of Prophecy the full moral
perfection required to live in the pre-
sence of His consuming fire. The test
will be obedience to that light in every
detail. Remember the law of God is His
very character. "Christ came to the
world to counteract Satan's falsehood
that God had made a law which men
could not keep. Taking humanity upon
Himself, He came to this earth, and by
a life of obedience showed that God
has not made a law that man cannot
keep. He showed that it is possible for
man perfectly to obey the law. Those
who accept Christ as their Saviour, be-
coming partakers of His divine nature,
are enabled to follow His example,
living in obedience to every precept of
the law. Through the merits of Christ,
man is to show by his obedience that
he could be trusted in heaven, that he
would not rebel." The Faith JLive By,
114

The special message God gave to
the Seventh-day Advcntist Church in
1888 was to bring this special ex-
perience of Enoch, Elijah, and Job to
God's remnant people in the final
generation. They will pass through the
experience of Job. Everything temporal
will be swept away. But with Job they
can say, "He knoweth the way that I
take: when He hath tried me, I shall
come forth as gold. My foot hath held
His steps, His way have I kept, and not
declined. Neither have I gone back
from the commandment of His lips; I
have esteemed the words of His mouth
more than my necessary food." Job
23:10-12
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Code Words and Chain
Reactions

.;

o,
.!

I N 1 Timothy 5:17 the Apostle Paul
speaks of those "who labor in the

Word and doctrine,"
The Lord's Word and the Lord's

doetrine go together. They cannot be
separated one from another. And in a
different but still important sense,
human words and doctrines also go to-
gether. Doctrines cannot be expressed
except in words.

Certain words are therefore used to
express certain doctrines and through
frequent repetition may become so
closely associated with the doctrines
they express that they become, in effect,
code words that trigger chain reactions.
The simple statement of the code words
immediately producesa mental image of
the doctrine, as well as, in some
an entire series of doctrines that arc
required by the first.
This should be no surprise to the

Seventh-day Adventist, who habitually
uses not a few code words as par! of his
own religious vocabulary. These are
words that carry meanings to members
of our faith that are different from the
meanings intended by other persons who
might use the same words. Consider this
brief sampling of Sevcnth-day Adventist
code words:
uThe word"-Prcaching the three

angels' messages to all the world.
"An effort"-A series of evangelis-

tic meetings.
"The truth"-TIle doctrines held by

Seventh-day Adventists.
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"The message"-Same as above.
"Th accept the truth"-To become a

Seventh-day Adventist.
"To take one's stand"-To make a

decision to join the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church.

"The Spirit of Prophecy"-The writ-
ings of Ellen While.

The list could be enlarged, but per-
haps this is enough to demonstrate that
words are often used by a particular
religious group with a meaning that
those words do not convey to others.
Hence, it would be a serious mistake to
conclude that a Baptist, a Methodist, or
an Episcopalian writer who uses the
words "the work" is referring to the
preaching of the three angel's messages
to all the world, or that such awriter who
uses the words "the truth" is referring to
the doctrines held by Seventh-day Ad-
ventists. These writers are using the
words according to their regular diction-
ary definitions, not according to Our
particular special definitions.

Mistakes of this type have been
made. Some Seventh-day Adventists
have read that various American Protes-
tants "kept the Sabbath from sundown to
sundown" and promptly identified them
as early Seventh-day Adventists,
whereas these people were actually ap-
plying the term "Sabbath" to Sunday,
which they observed as the Sabbath
from sundown on Saturday until sun-
down on Sunday. For example, sec From
Lalld alld Sea, The Story of Cas/Ie &

Ral h Larson

Cooke of Hawaii, by Taylor, WeHy and
Eyre, published by Chronicle Publishing
Company, 1976, pages 11, 17, 18,38

I have listened to a Seventh-day
Adventist minister proclaim that John
Wesley agreed with Calvin and Luther
on the subject of original sin, which is
not correct at all. Calvin and Luther
defined original sin as inherited guilt
and inherited moral weakness. Wesley
defined the same term as inherited
weakness only. They used the same
term, but with different definitions.
This leads us to the particular topic

of tlus paper. Consider the words "origi-
nal sin." As used by Calvin, Luther, and
their followers, these are code words
that immediately produce a mental
image of the doctrine that all persons
born upon this earth inherit both un-
avoidable guiH and irrcmediable moral
weakness from Adam, and are, there-
fore, condemncd by God at birth be-
cause of Adam's sin.

Then the chain reaction begins.
Other doctrines are inexorably required
by this one. If every child is born guiHy
and condemned, what is that child's
eternal destiny if death occurs a few
minutes, hours, or days after birth? Here
is a problem that cannot be ignored. H
demands a solution. The solution offered

Ralph Larson last served as chairman of the
Church and MillisllY Department of the
Seventh-day Adventist Theological Semillmy,
Far Eas!.



If Jesus was not like us, but was as free from
inherited weakness as the unfallen Adam, how
could He have been "in all points tempted like
as we are"?

by Calvinists is a variety of combina-
tions of the doctrine of predestination
with the doctrine of infant baptism.

But the end is not yet. The chain
reaction continues. If every child is born
guilty and cnndemned, what happens
when Jesus is born? Is He also guilty and
condcmned? Certainly this problem also
requires a solution. Th meet the need,
Calvinists advance the doctrine that
Jesus was not born as a natural son of
Mary, but He was miraculously enabled
to reject her human nature and be born in
the Ill/man nature of the unfallen Adam,
a miracle that is not mentioned in Scrip-
ture.

And this creates another problem. If
Jesus was not like us, but was as free
from inherited weakness as the unfallen
Adam, how could He have been "in all
points tempted like as we are"? Hebrews
4:15. And how could He be our Ex-
ample, as stated by John: "He that saith
He abideth in Him ought himself also so
to walk, even as He walked"? 1 John
2:6. How can we reasonably be expected
to overcome as He overcame?

The Calvinist has set his feet in a
path from which there is no turning. The
chain rcaction produces its inevitable
result, causing ever greater divergences
from Scripture. The Calvinist is required
to affirm that Jesus is not our Example in
any real and practical sense, and that it is
not possible for Christians to ever stop
sinning while their earthly life con-
tinues.

The next problem in the chain reac-
tion is immediately apparent. If Chris-
tians cannot stop sinning, how can they
hope to enter the kingdom of God? Out
of nothing found in Scripture the Calvin-
ist is required to create another doc-
trine-that Jesus will miraculously
change our characters so as to cause us
to SlOp sinning when He comes.

We could go on. But perhaps this is
enough to demonstrate that in theology
certain words are indeed code words that
not only represent a particular doctrine,
but also set up a chain reaction of other
doctrines that are required of those who
accept the first. Thus the words "original
sin," as defmed by Calvinists, bring up
on the screen of our mental computers a
doctrine that every child is born guilty
and condemned for the sin of Adam.
Then, as we watch, the screen becomes
filled with an entire list of other doc-
trines that must necessarily follow. The
doctrine of original sin defined as in-
herited guilt requires a doctrine that can

spare babies, illfant baptism. It requires a
doctrine that can spare the infant Jesus,
the un!allelHlature miracle. TIlls re-
quires a doctrine that it is not necessary
for us to overcome as Jesus overcame,
that we canllot SlOp sinning, and this
requires a doctrine that Jesus will
miraculously change our characters and
cause us to stop sinning when He comes,
thus making it possible for us to enter
God's kingdom.

Once the code words have started the
theological chain reaction, it cannot be
stopped, except by the sacrifice of both
logic and reason. Th eliminate any of the
doctrines from the above list would be to
create utterly nonsensical confusion, in
which vitally important life and death
questions would simply be left with no
answer.

Permit us to now introduce the writ-
ings of Ellen White, who herself warned
us that words are not always used with
the same meaning, even by the same
person, and so obviously not by different
persons.

"Different meanings are expressed
by the same word; there is not one word
for each distinct idea." Selected Mes-
sages, book 1, 20

As we compare Ellen White's writ-
ings with the code words "original sin"
and the series of Calvinistic doctrines
that arc produced by its chain reaction,
we find disagreememat every step. So far
as I have been able to discover, she used
the words "original sin" only once, and
then in a strictly chronologieal sense.

"Every sin committed awakens the
echoes of the original sin." Review and
Herald, vol. 4,281

Recognizing that if she had used the
words "original sin" as the Calvinists do,
she would have been required, as the
Calvinists are, to provide a solution for
the problem of condemned and guilty
babies who die soon after birth, we
scarch her writings for such a proposed
solution and find none at all. On the

contrary, she firmly rejects both the
doctrine of predestination and the doc-
trine of infant baptism. See Patriarchs
alld Prophets, 207-208; The Great Con-
troversy, 238-239

In total rejection of the Calvinistic
doctrine that exempts the baby Jesus
from guilt and condemnation by having
Him come to earth in the human nature
of the unfallen Adam, she writes ap-
proximately 400 times that our Lord
came to earth in the human nature of
fallen man. Sec The Word Was made
Flesh, (The Cherrystone Press, PO. Box
3180, Cherry Valley, CA 92223)

Over against the Calvinistic doctrine
that Christians cannot stop sinning, she
writes more than 4,000 times that Chris-
tians who draw upon the grace and
power of God can stop sinning. See Tell
ofHis Power, (The Cherrystone Press)

And in solemn warning against the
Calvinistic doctrine that Christians who
have continued sinning until Jesus
comes will then experience a character
change that will cause them to stop
sinning, she writes at least 48 times that
no such character change will occur at
the second coming of Christ. We submit
a sample:

"When He comes He is not to
cleanse us of our sins, to remove from us
the defects in our characters, or to cure
us of the infirmities 01 our tempers and
dispositions. If wrought for uS at all, this
work will all be accomplished before
that time. When the Lord comes, those
who arc holy will be holy still. Those
who have preserved their bodies and
spirits in holiness, in sanctification and
honor, will then receive the finishing
touch of immortality. But those who are
unjust, unsanctified, and filthy will re-
main so forever. No work will then be
done for them to remove lheir delects
and give them holy characters. The Re-
finer does not then sit to pursue His
refining process and remove their sins
and their corruption. This is all to be
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Ellen White writes thousands of times that
Jesus is our Example and that we can stop
sinning through His power, and she issues
many earnest warnings that there will be no
character change when He comes

done in these hours of probation. It is
now that this work is to be accomplished
for us." Testimonies, vol. 2, 355

What, then, shall we conclude? We
have no choice but to conclude that
although she did at least once use the
words "original sin," it was not her
intention to use these words in harmony
with either their Calvinistic definition or
in harmony with any part of the Calvin-
istic chain reaction that automatically
follows that definition. This was an en-
tire series of doctrines with which she
had nothing to do.

But now let us move in morc closely
and observe certain words within the
Calvinistic definition of original sin, the
words "inherit/' "inherited," "inheri-
tance," "heritage," et cetera. It is imme-
diately apparent that in Calvinistic the-
ology those words carry a burden of
meaning that is nol contained in the
dictionary definitions of the words
themselves. Two facts are enough to
demonstrate this point. In the Calvinistic
doctrine of inherited guilt and inherited
moral weakness, the "inheritance" is (1)
completely unavoidable, and (2)
completely incurable, insofar as the will
and/or choices of man are concerned.
Both are subject to the will of God, but
not to the will of man. Thus God can
terminate the guilt when He chooses to,
and He can terminate the moral weak-
ness at the Sccond Coming, but man is
helpless to do anything about either.

It is apparent that the term "inheri-
tance" by itself carries no such burden of
meaning. Let the reader test this proposi-
tion by making a list of all the types of
nonMbiological inheritance that he can
call to n1ind. It will be obvious that each
and everyone of them can be avoided by
man's own choice, not God's.

An inheritance of money? We don't
have to accept it or keep it.

An inheritance of land or property?
We can reject it or dispose of it.

An inheritance of citizenship in a
certain country? We can renounce it.

Thus we see that the words uinherit,"
"inherited," "inheritance," "heritage," et
cetera do not carry in themselves the
burden of theologieal meaning assigned
to them by Calvinists, but might be used
in a different sense by those who do not
subscribe at aJl to Calvinistic doctrines.

One such person was Ellen White.
She does in a few instances employ
these good English words to describe
what we, as children, receive from
Adam. But-and this is most signifi-
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cant-she moves right on to describe
what we, as parents or Children, can do
to get rid of this inheritance and to stand
without guilt or irremediable moral
weakness before God. And be it noted
that this is by our own will and choice,
though accomplished in God's power. It
is not by the decree of God.

"The inheritance of children is that
of sin. Sin has separated them from
God." Child Guidance, 475

But notice the strong non-Calvinistic
message in the next sentence; this is no
irremediable moral weakness. We con-
tinue the quotation:

"As related to the first Adam, men
receive from him nothing but guilt and
the sentence of death."

She then proceeds to set forth mate-
rial urging that the problem be dealt with
now by humans empowered by God, not
at the Second Coming. Thus it is clear
that she regards both the guilt and the
moraJ weakness as completely remedia-
ble. This is emphatically not the Calvin-
istic view. Let us note in passing that
although Ellen White surpasses most
other writers in describing the awfulness
of sin, she /lever recommends either a
partial solution or a later solution to the
problem of sin. Her emphasis and appeal
is uniformly and consistently, Repent
now, reform now, gain the victory now.
This is again greatly different from Cal-
vinism with its defeatist doctrine of par-
tial and deferred solutions to the sin
problem.

Let us pause now, as careful stu-
dents, and consider the possibility that
we n1ight be n1istaken and that Ellen
White did actually intend to use the
terms uinherit," "inherited," "inheriM
lance," "heritage," et cetera, according
to Calvinistic definitions. We must then
be prepared to show what solutions she
has provided to the problems created by
this doctrine of inherited guilt.

What of the guilty and condemned
baby who dies shortly after birth? She

offers no solution whatever to such a
problem, and she firmly rejects the solu-
tions offered by Calvinists (predestina-
tion, infant baptism).

What of the problem of the baby
Jesus being born guilty and condemned?
Again, she never addresses herself to
such a problem, and she firmly rejects
the proposcd solution of the Calvinists
that Jesus was born with the human
nature of Adam before the fall.

And so on through the entire list of
chainMreaction doctrines that Calvinists
are required to set forth because they
have embraced the first, that all children

are born guilty and condemned because
of the sin of Adam. She writes thousands
of times that Jesus is our Example and
that we can stop sinning through His
power, and she issues many earnest
warnings that there will be no character
change when He comes.

Therefore, it is to be regrelled that
some persons, having found the few
usages of the words indicating inheri-
tance in Ellen White's writings, have
drawn the conclusion that she was
agreeing wi th Calvin and Luther in re-
gard to the doctrine of inherited guilt.
She firmly rejects the entire thought
system, the chain-reaction doctrines lhal
cannot be separated from the doctrine of
inherited guilt.

The maller can be set forth in a
simple fashion by the use of the one-
word question, How? If we ask the
Calvinist how the child becomes in-
volved in and condemned for the sin of
Adam, he answers, "Simply by being
born." If we put the samc question to
Ellen White, she answers, "Only by
participating in his sins." See Patriarchs
and Prophets, 306

In regard to the transmission of sin
and guilt from generation to generation
Ellen White is entirely consistent with
herself. She writes that the transfer is
through influence, reaching from mind
to mind (not body to body) and is com-
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parable to a comagiolls disease, thus
neither unavoidable nor irremediable.

"Th a large degree Satan has sue-
ceeded in the execution of his plans.
Through the medium of influence,
taking advantage of the action of mind
on mind, he prevailed on Adam to sin.
Thus at its very source human nature
was corrupted. And ever since then sin
has continued its hateful work, reaching
from mind to mind. Every sin committed
awakens the echoes of the original sin.

"Mutual dependence is a wonderful
thing. Reciprocal inlluence should be
carefully studied. We should find out
without doubt on what side we are exert-
ing our inlluence. When placed on the
side of right, inlluence is a power for
God; when placed on the side of evil, it
is a power for Satan. One human being
under Satan's control becomes a means
of temptation to another human being.
Thus evil grows into immense propor-
tions. ...

"No man liveth to himself. Con-
sciously or unconsciously he is influenc-
ing others, either for good or evil. If for
evil, his influence accumulates evil; if for
good, it strengthens good. Not only do
those human beings who give themselves
up to work evil breathe the deadly infec-
tion of the time preceding their time; they
add to the deadly inlluence their own
disease, to the injury of those who come
after them. But when men are guided and
controlled by the power of the Holy
Spirit, there goes out from them an in-
fluence that is a savor of life unto life."
Review alld Herald, vol. 4, 281

"In his temptation of OUf first parents,
Satan could not force them to transgress,
but he could suggest allurements to sin,
and the mind that is open to his sugges-
tions is the medium through which he
works to allure other minds. That first sin
is at work still; it is constantly being
reproduced, as one mind is brought to bear
upon another for evil. Satan is the root of
all evil. Every evil branch draws its sus-
tenance from him, and presents its unholy,
poisonous fruit for others to taste. How
striking is the power of inlluence as here
presented!"Signs ofthe Times, vol. 2,456

"In how short a time from the first
sin of Adam did sin increase and spread
like the leprosy. It is the nature of sin to
increase. From generation to generation
sin has spread like a contagious dis-
ease." Ibid., vol. 1,48

"Christ appeared upon th e scene as a
babe, as a child, having no c:\1ra advan-
tages in the world. He came of poor

parentage, he had no privileges that the
poor have not known. He experienced the
difficulties that the poor and lowly ex-
perience from babyhood to childhood,
from youth to manhood. There is a mys-
tery surrounding the birth of Christ that
eannot and need not be explained....

"In contemplating the incarnation of
Christ in humanity, we stand baffled
before an unfathomable mystery, that the
human mind eannot comprehend. The
more we reflect upon it, the more amazing
does it appear. How wide is thc contrast
between the divinity of Christ and the
helptess infant in Bethlehem's manger!
How can we span the distance between
the mighty God and a helpless child? And
yet the Creator of worlds, He in whom
was the fullness of the Godhead bodily,
was manifest in the helpless babe in the
manger. Far higher than any of the angels,
equal with the Father in dignity and glory,
and yet wearing the garb of humanity!
Divinity and humanity were mysteriously
combined, and man and God became one.
II is in this union that we fmd the hope of
our fallen race. Looking upon Christ in
humanity, we look upon God, and see in
Him the brightness of His glory, the
express image of His person." Ibid., vol.
3,311-312

We find, therefore, that the evidence
cannot be properly construed to support
the charge that Ellen White agreed with
the Calvinistic doctrine of original sin
defined as inherited guilt. Her testimony
is clear that neither the baby Jesus nor any
other baby is born condemned and guilty
for the sin ofAdam. Her uses of the words
"original sin," "inheritance," et cctera, do
not carry the Calvinistic connotations.

Thus far we have been endeavoring
to establish what Jesus, according to
Ellen White, did not inherit. Let us now
consider her view of what He did inherit.
There is no lack of evidence. We may
begin with a statement from her master-
work on the life of Christ, The Desire of
Ages, 49: "Like every child of Adam He
accepted the results of the working of
the great law of heredity."

"His human nature was . . . identical
with our own." SelectedMessages, book
3, 129

"Wherefore in all things it behoved
Him to be made like unto His brethren."
Review alld Herald, vol. 2,548

"In all points like as we are." Signs of
the Times, vol. 3, 207

"And as Jesus was in human flesh, so
God means His followers to be." Ibid.,
372

"Just that which you may be, He was
in human nature." The Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Bible Commemary, vol. 5, 1124

In The Word Was Made Flesh are
recorded approximately four hundred
statements like these from the pen of
Ellen White. This should be enough to
make her position clear.

Since we have ventured to point out
certain problems in the use of words
(semantics), let us identify another and
even more common problem as we
close. This is thc dcvice of changing
definitions in the middle of a discussion.
For example, in the context of a discus-
sion regarding bingo games, poker
games, et cetera, one person asks
another, "Do you gamble?" The other
person answers, "No, I do not gamble."
Then the first person switches to a
different definition of the term and says,
"You gamble every time you walk
across the street!"

Such work has been done with the
word "sinner." Two of the major uses
(definitions) of this word are (a) to
describe any and all members of the
human race, especially in self-descrip-
tions (See 1 Timothy 1:15), and (b) to
describe a person who is or has been
sinning. Clarity is lost and confusion, if
not deception, is created when these two
definitions are switched in the middle of
a discussion.

Thus, the Calvinist or the Calvinisti-
cally inclined Seventh-day Adventist,
who wants to maintain that babies arc
born with guilt, asks the challenging
question, "Are you denying that all
human beings are sinners?"-The non-
Calvinist, thinking of the first definition,
replies, "Of course not, who would deny
that?" The Calvinist then switches the
definition from "all members of the
human race" to "a person who is or has
been sinning" and triumphantly de-
clares, "Then you admit babies are sin-
ners, and so babies have to be guilty!"
Suffice it to say that those who build
their doctrines upon an abundance of
adequate evidence have no need of re-
sorting to such devices. Those whose
evidence is shaky do.

May we therefore bring tllis paper to
a closc by requoting one of Ellen
White's most simple and clear and yet
most challenging and meaningful state-
ments:

"Just that which you may be, He was
in human nature." Ibid. 0
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Colill andRussell Sta"dish serve as presidelll
ofHartland btstitute and medical director of
PellangAdvelllistHospital, respectively.

tries represented by these preachers have
arisen from a perceived failure of the
majority of us pastors to uphold Advent-
ist standards and preach our distinctive
truths. This perception has popularized
such Special Ministries as believers seek
to hear more challenging messages.) The
drift toward congregationalism can
further be seen by the fact that now, even
in relatively small churches, it is usual for
the Conference leaders in North America
to consult extensively with the leadership
of the church congregations concerning
the choice of pastors for their church.

The drift toward hierarchical domina-
tion is evident in a number of areas.
Corresponding to the increase in the num-
ber of itinerant Seventh-day Adventist
ministers preaching in the pulpits has
come an increasing tendency for the Con-
ferences to attempt to control the situa-
tion. Thus, more and more Conferences
are formulating legislation demanding
that no one preach within the churches
without Conference approval. It can also
be seen in the alarming increase in politi-
cal activism in the elections at all levels
from the local church to the General
Conference. The issue frequently is that of
control and manipulation.

Some church leaders mistakenly con-
clude that Special Ministries are a chal-
lenge to the official church organization.
This is an unnecessary insecurity on the
part of thosc leaders, many of whom
imagine that vast sums of money are
diverted from the Conference treasury by
these speakers. When the Hartland Bible
Conference was held in the Netherlands
in 1986, wild rumors were spread that the
team of speakers gathered 800,000
guilders (USS4oo,000). The truth was
that they sold just over 1,000 guilders
(USSSoo) worth of books and received
no other funds.

In truth the majority of itinerant
preachcrs do much to build up the morale
of God's people and do much to en-
courage the stewardship of those believ-
ers. Yet many Conference leaders are
presently bent on devising plans to block
such ministries. In this endeavor they
overstep their God-ordained responsibili-
ties, attempting to enforce their wills
upon those congregations whose right it
is to select those who minister to their
own spiritual needs. No Conference offi-
cial should presume to usurp this right.

ClericalisIn
A N interesting phenomenon is over- tighter and tighter restraints upon the

taking the Seventh-day Adventist members within the church and upon the
Church. On the one hand we see in individual church congregations. This re-
many congregations an increasing trend sponse in tum leads some churches to
toward congregationalism, and on the display further independence of the Con-
other, signs of ominous hierarchical ference. It is the proverbial chicken-and-
domination. Perhaps the two are interde- egg problem. The drift toward increasing
pendent. congregationalism can be Sl'en in the

As more and more congregations number of itinerant Adventist preachers
seek to flex their independence, some that are increasingly invited into the
church leaders, in alarm, seek to place churches. (Many of the Special Minis-

IColin D. Standish and Russell R. Standish
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Would the Seventh-day Adventists of our
present era have closed their doors to the
preaching ofWilliam Miller? In all honesty we
should have to admit that some would have

Rather, our ehurch leaders should
examine the reasons for the desire of
many of our people to hear the plain
Word of God unmixed with doubt. Per-
haps the religious correspondent for
Newsweek gave a pointer to this matter
when, speaking of other Protestant
churches, he stated, "Sunday sermons
survive, of course, but as brief homilies
for the inattentive, delivered mostly by
preachers anxious to please." Newsweek,
October 20, 1986. Could it be that some
preaching within our churches reaches
only this level? And could this be the
reason that earnest souls yearn to hear the
meat of the Word? Dare any leader or
pastor set himself up as a barrier to God's
people hearing His Word?

Let it not be forgotten that the Ad-
vent movement arose out of the bless-
ings bestowed by itinerant preachers.
Would the Seventh-day Adventists of
our present era have closed their doors
to the preaching of William Miller? In
all honesty we should have to admit
that some would have. The same would
be true of those great revivalists, James
and Ellen White. Let no Conference
president or church pastor take upon
his shoulders the responsibility of dic-
tating that which God's people will
hear and that whieh they will not.
Leaders arc sometimes in no better
position to make such a judgment than
the congregations themselves. Further-
marc, we have been strictly forbidden
such a course of action.

"Many had a knowledge of God and
His law; but they not only rejected the
message of the prcachcr of righteousness
themselves, but used all their influence to
prevent others from being obedient to
God." Siglls ofthe Times, vol. 2, 28

Should we see dangers in issuing an
invitation to a speaker, it is our duty to
warn, but not to coerce, God's people.
They may in fact be right, and we
ourselves wrong. If through an error of
judgment the flock invites one into the
pulpit who presents falsehood, truth will
shine thc brighter by comparison.

"Truth is eternal, and contlict with
error will only make manifest its
strength." Testimonies to Ministers, 107

Since the 1740s when the great
Methodist itinerant preacher George
Whitfield led men and women to live a
sanctified lifc, most revivals have come
from the ministry of men and women
prepared to take their faith to those eager
to listen. Characteristically there has
been "an aural tug for souls between

itinerant preachers gifted in dramatic
delivery and the more subdued admon-
ishments of educated parish Clergy."
Newsweek, October 20, 1986. Once the
role of the revivalist was cherished in
our church, and, as pastors, we must not
permit hierarclucal domination to hinder
this God-ordained ministry.

"Let those who have sought to rule
thcir fellow workers study to know
what manner of spirit they are of. They
should seek the Lord by fasting and
prayer, and in humility of soul." Tes-
timonies, vol. 9, 275
The Roman Catholic view of the

place of the clergy as dictators to the
laity was expressed in 1906 by Pope
Pius X in his papal enCYClical, Vehe-
menrer Nos. "As for the masses of
people, they have no other right than that
of lelling themselves be led and of fol-
lowing their pastors as a docile flock."

No right-thinking Seventh-day Ad-
ventist minister could accept such an
appalling view. Yet more and marc,
some of our church leaders arc openly
claiming a similar hierarchical attitude
to the one taken by the Roman Catholic
Church. Let us evidence this fact:

"Dr. Derrick Proctor's long-running
lawsuit with the Seventh-day Adventist
Church was finally decided on October
29, 1986. Proctor lost the case, in which
he contended that the church and various
of its entities conspired illegally to inter-
fere in his book-selling business in vi-
olation of anti-trust and conspiracy laws.
The major strategy of the General Con-
ference in this case was to convince the
court the Seventh-day Adventist Church
is essentially a hierarchical church, in
which the directives and orders of the
General Conference have binding
authority upon all other entities of the
church. The General Conference sub-
mitted that, "next to the Roman Catholic
Church, the Adventist Church is the
most centralized of all major Christian
denominations in this country." Student

Movement, November 6, 1986-student
paper of Andrews University

Every true minister must disassociate
himself from this usurpation of authority.
At the 1986 Annual Council held in

Rio de Janciro in October an apparenlly
innocent motion was passed, permitting
the General Conference to plan a world-
wide strategy to finish the work. Lillie
did the delegates anticipate that this
motion would immediately be used by
leaders to demand that from 1988 the
use of all budgets for overseas mission-
ary service be dictated by the General
Conference, rather than by each Divi-
sion, which, being located where the
needs are, are best able to make such
determinations.

What has becn said of the Anglican
Church sometimes appears to approxi-
mate the a.ttitudes of some of our own
ministers. Sir Kenneth Grubb com-
plained, "The Church of England does
not give a strong impression of being
interested in its laity: it seems either to
ride them or to fear them." A Layman
Looks otlhe Chl/rch.

Over a quarter of a century ago Colin
was placed on a constitutional subcom-

mittee of thc Greater Sydney Confer-
ence Camp Session. Being only twenty-
eight at the time, he was overawed by his
three fellow subcommittee members
who were allover sixty and had given
years of denominational service. One
church sent a delegation headed by its
pastor to recommend that the report of
the Conference Nominating Commillee
be held over to the next session of the
Conference Session (a mailer of a few
hours) in order to give time for due
consideration. In the subsequent discus-
sion Colin mentioned that he saw real
merit in the proposal. The other three
committee members looked upon him in
horror. "You are just a young man," the
chairman said. "With the benefit of our
experience we could never recommend
such a proposal, for you would find the
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As the work of God rapidly assumed
international proportions, greater needs were
felt, and wider organizational bases were
envisioned

lay people would likely attempt to over-
throw the report if given time to
marshall their forces." It was felt at the
time that this opiluon of our faithful lay
people was most undeserved. Neither
the passage of time nor OUf ordination
has altered that opinion.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church
was established under the direction of
God as neither congregational nor hierar-
chical (episcopal). The Lord established
a representative form of government, a
government whose base was in the local
church membership, through all levels of
our church, up to the General Confer-
ence. Thus the members formed the
church, and the church in turn was re-
sponsible for choosing the leadership of
the Conference, and the Conferences for
choosing the leadership of the Unions,
and the Unions for choosing the leader-
Ship of the Divisions and the General
Conference. Thus the authority of the
church was vested in the lower, rather
than the upper, levels of organization.

Now, it is true that the church has the
authority to dismiss members who are
no longer consistent with the teachings
and(or the practices of the church. The
Conference has the authority, occasion-
ally exercised, to disfellowship a church
from the sisterhood of churches.
Theoretically the Union has the author-

ity to disfeUowship a Conference, and
the Division a Union, and the General
Conference a Division; though, to the
best of our knowledge, at these levels
this action has never actually been taken.
There was, however, to be a counseling
together on the part of each level to
maintain the harmony and purity of
God's church.

When, in 1863, the General Confer-
ence was established, the format was
very sirnple--a General Conference and
a few local Conferences. But as the work
of God rapidly assumed international
proportions, greater needs were felt, and
wider organizational bases were envi-
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sioned. Under the leadership of General
Conference President George Butler,
strong efforts were made toward lhe
process of centralization, and certainly
evidence pointed to an increasing move-
ment toward amorc hierarchical, General
Conference dominated, organization.
The Lord through Sister White, however,
was to disavow such organization. It
became very clear that God was a de-
centralist. His call was for the scattering
of the faithful. The counsel was against
Jerusalem-type centers where great con-
gregations of Adventists could cluster
together and forget the ministry that God
had placed upon them. Such centers
would become spiritually impotent and
less and less convicted of the great call to
finish the work of God on earth. Thus, as
the church grew rapidly, there were calls
from God to decentralize the work.
At the 1901 General Conference ses-

sion the call was to take the leadership
out of the hands of one man and to
disperse it. Sister White was instructed
that we were to have a number of re-
gional General Conference presidents in
various parts of the world. While this
may seem as all avenue of disunity, she
was shown that indeed it would bring
greater unity to God's work. However,
by 1903 the concept of decentralization
was largely rejected. It was hard for

Seventh-day Adventists to see organiza-
tional patterns different from those
which existed in the world at large.

Centralization of authority was in-
creased in this century by the production
of a church manual. In early 1883, a
committee was set up by the General
Conference to look into the possibility
of the establishment of a church manual.
The committee unanimously rejected
the concept of a church manual for the
following reason:

"It is the unanimous judgment of the
committee [appointed to consider the
matter of a church manual], that it would
not be advisable to have achurch manual.

We consider it unnecessary because we
already have surmounted the greatest
difficulties connected with church or-
ganization without one; and perfcct har-
mony exists among us on this subject. It
would seem to many like a step toward
the formation of a creed, or a discipline,
other than the Biblc, something wc have
always been opposed to as a denomina-
tion. If we had onc, we fear many,
especially those commencing to preach,
would study it to obtain guidance in
religious matters, rather than to seek for it
in the Bible, and from the leadings of the
Spirit of God, which would tend to their
hindrance in genuine religious
periencc and in knowledge of the mind of
the Spirit. It was in taking similar steps
that other bodies of Christians first began
to lose their simplicity and became for-
mal and spiritually lifeless. Why should
we imitate them? The committee feels, in
short, that our tendency should be in the
direction of the policy and close con-
formity of the Bible, rather than to
elaborately define every point in church
management and church ordinances. ll
Review andHerald, November 20,1.883

Elder George Butler, thcn president
of the General Conference, wrote an
article giving the readers the reasons that
the issuance of the Church Manual
would not be advisable. This article
appeared in the Review and Herald,
November 27, 1883. Let us note two of
his comments:

"When brethren who have favored a
manual have evcn contended that such a
work was not to be anything like a creed
or discipline, or to have any authority to
settle disputed points; but was only to be
considered as a book containing hints
for the help of those of lillIe experience;
yet it must be evident that such a work,
issued under the auspices of the General
Conference, would at once carry with it
much weight of authority, and would be
consulted by most of our young minis-
ters. It would gradually shape and mould
the whole body; and those who did not
follow it would be considered out of
harmony with established principles of
church order. And really, is this not the
object of a manual? What would be the
use of one if not to accomplish such a
result? But would this resull, on awhole,
be a benefit? Would our ministers be
broader, morc original, more self-reliant
men? Would they be better depended on
in great emergencies? Would their spir-
itual experience likely be deeper and
their judgment more reliable? We think



The Lord's work is injured by disorganization
or overcontrol by leadership. The church is
hindered by both congregationalism and
hierarchicalism

the tendency all the other way.... We
have preserved simplicity, and have
prospered in so doing. It is best to let
well enough alone. For these and other
reasons, the Church Manual was re-
jected. It is probable that it will never be
brought forward again.n

Here Butler was wrong in his predic-
tion, and indeed in 1932 a manual was
voted. For a number of years the manual
seemcd to be of considerable value to
the church; bUI step by step changes took
place, including the cllanges in the early
fiFties which began to open tile floodgate
in terms of morality within the church.
This modiFication liberalized the issue
of divorce and remarriage.

However, many believe that it was
the 1980 voling of a ncw statement of
belieFs that has produced the greatest
threat to the cllurch. More and more it is
perceived that thc statement of fun-
damental belieFs voted at that time is
limiting that which is preached within
the church in a number of areas, such as
the nature of Christ, the nalure of salva-
tion, and the atonement. An example of
tllis trend Follows:

"The Seventh-day Adventist Church
has 27 Fundamental beliefs. They arc
basic and general, and they leave much
room for individual interpretation and
study. But we should not raise a private
doctrinal concern, no maller how dearly
we hold it, to the level of fundamentals."
Advemis/ Review, July 2, 1987

The statements have been left suFfi-
ciently vague to make it difficult for men
and women, with any degree of certainty,
to preach the surety of God's message in
these areas. Indeed, the statement of
beliefs, though not meant to represent a
creed in nature, is being increasingly
used by some church administrators in
this fashion. If tile trend continues, as will
be inevitable unless a change is made,
undoubtedly, these types of vague creeds
will eventually engulf tile Seventh-day
Adventist Church. We cannot afford to
allow this erosion of our faith.

In 1981 at a Forum Meeting held in
the Avondale College Chapel, at which
Russell was prescnt, one speaker, then a
Division worker, contended that Sev-
enth-day Adventists were not obliged to
believe that the heavenly sanctuary has
two apartments, since the number of
apartments is not mentioned in the Dallas
statement of beliefs. This is creedalism of
the worst sort. Seventh-day Adventists
do not believe in a slatement of belieFs,
rather they accept every word that pro-

ceedeth out of the mouth of God. Surely
God has informed us in unmistakable
words that His sanctuary has two apart-
ments. See Christ in His Sanctuary, 14.
[n opinions such as that here reported lie
the real dangers in the misuse of such
statements of belief.

There is no question tllatlhe motives
[or having the Church Manual and a set
of statements are h.onorable. As in other
churches, these have been presented to
deFine belief for believers, as well as for
those newly interested in the faith, and
for those outside lhe faith. Eventually,
however, they become a rigid standard

by which all orthodoxy is evaluated and
church discipline determined. Less and
less is the Bible referred to as the arbiter
of faith, and more and more is its role
usurped by the statement of beliefs. This
trend is dangerous and must be reversed
if we are to stand in a clear pathway.

As stated before, however, we must
be very careful not to move toward
independence, totally removed From the
counsel of the brethren. We believe that
there is no better slatement that balances
the wllole picture than tllat in the ninth
volume of the Testimonies, read by Sis-
tcr White on May 30, 1909, to the
delegates at the General ConFerence ses-
sion held in Washington, D.C.

"Oh, how Satan would rejoice if he
could succeed in Ilis errorts to get in
among this people and disorganize the
work at a time when thorough organiza-
tion is essential and will be the greatest
power to keep out spurious uprisings
and to refute claims not endorsed by the
Word of God! We want to hold the lines
evenly, that there shaU be no breaking
down of the system of organization and
order that has been buill up by wise,
careful labor. License must not be given
to disorderly clements that desire to
control the work at this time.

"Some have advanced the thought
that, as we near the close of lime, every
child of God will ael independently of

any religious organization. But J have
been instructed by the Lord that in this
work there is no such thing as every
man's being independent." 257-258

Yet, Sister While, while dccrying
anarchy within the church, just as
strongly decries tyranny:
"On the other hand, the leaders

among God's people are to guard
against the danger of condemning the
methods of individual workers who are
led by the Lord to do a special work that
but few are fitted to do. Let brethren in
responsibility be slow 10 criticize move-
ments tllat are not in perFecI harmony

with their metllods of labor. Let them
never suppose that every plan should
relleel their own personality. Let them
not fear to trust another's methods; [or
by withholding their confidence from a
brother laborer who, with humility and
consecrated zeal, is doing a special work
in God's appointed way, they are retard-
ing the advancement of the Lord's
cause." Ibid., 259

The Lord's work is injured by disor-
ganization or overcontrol by leadership.
The church is hindered by both congre-
gationalism and hierarchicalism.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church
accepts the basic Protestant doctrine of
the priesthood of all believers. It docs
not believe that God endows theologians
or ministers with a special portion of
insight into tile Word of God.

We believe that the lime has come to
reconsider the system used to appoint
church pastors. In tile early history of the
Adventist Church, district pastors, rather
than church pastors, were appointed. The
district pastors were not assigned to any
specific church, but were assigned to a
particular city or region with the primary
purpose of evangelizing that area. We
well remember this situation existing
during our childhood. This did not mean
that the pastors were nOlthe preachers for
most Sabbath services, nor that they were
independent of the church. The basic
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The role of the church pastor has led more and
more to the elevation of the clergy to the role
of the final authority in the church, until it has
even been known for pastors to veto the
decisions of their church boards

functions of the church, however, were
handled by the lay 1e,1dership. The board
meetings, the business meetings, the in-
gathering campaigns, and other local
church functions were conducted under
lay leadership. The laity also assumed the
responsibility of dealing with the physical
needs of members of the church, as well
as with their material needs. Unlike the
present situation, (it is likely that when a
member of the church is sick, the pastor is
asked to visit that member), visitation was
then the function of the elders, deacons,
and deaconesses-the shepherds of the
flock-and the church members.

The present system, following the
worldly practice of appointing church
pastors, has led to much impotency and
inertia on the part of laity. The ministry
has frequently been reduced to "baby
sitters" of the spiritually and emotion-
ally disturbed members of the church.
The role of the pastor has become more
one of consolidation and counseling,
rather than of evangelizing and pressing
forward the message of salvation. In
some of our larger churches it is not
uncommon to see up to firty ordained
ministers in the pews during the Sabbath
services and a pastoral staff sometimes
approaChing ten. The energies of the
church and the human resources of its
members are being pitifully underused.

In the early Christian church it was
not as it is today; and we are, in many
ways, to replicate the church of the

early Christian era. Paul, Peter, John,
and the other apostles were out in the
forefront of ministry, converting men
and women from paganism and Judaism
to the gospel of Jesus Christ. Elders
were appointed to consolidate the mem-
bers of the church. Deacons were ap-
pointed to look after the physical needs
of church members, while the evan-
gelists moved on. Certainly, they did
not lose their burden for the churches
they had established, but the consolida-
tion of the members and the develop-
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ment of tbe church was lert primarily in
the hands of the lay leaders. It was not
long, however, before clericalism took
over the church, and the lay elders
became clergy, who in turn dominated
the direction of the church.

When there were calls for pastors
for well-established Seventh-day Ad-
ventist churches, Sister White made it
clear that it was in those areas that did
not have a strong witness to the truth
that pastors were needed. We have a
situation today where the majority of
our cities and counties still do not have
strong evangelistic thrusts. If our laity
were given the responsibility of leader-
ship in shepherding the members of the
church and in handling the business and
other local activities of the church, then
the pastor would have the opportunity
and fulfill the responsibility of pressing
forward the vistas of the gospel. Our
laity would be enriched by their re-
sponsibilities, and the church would be
strengthened under such leadership.

The present role of the pastor has
often led to significant difficulties. First,
his close connection with the affairs of
the church has frequently placed him in
the difficult position of having to take
sides. This minimizes the effectiveness
of his pulpit ministry for those who have
disagreed with his position. The role of
counseling, whieh has become a domi-
nant part of the pastor's responsibility,
has often led to tragic consequences.

This has been especially apparent when
the counseling has been with women
having marital problems. It is a heart-
breaking fact that every year many of
our ministers lose their integrity with
women they have counseled. This form
of ministry is against the clearest testi-
mony of the Lord, which instructs men
to refrain from counseling with women
concerning their marital problems.

"When a woman relates her family
troubles or complains of her husband to
another man, she violates her marriage

vows; she dishonors her husband and
breaks down the wall erected to preserve
the sanctity of the marriage relation; she
throws wide open the door and invites
Satan to enter with his insidious tempta-
tions. This is just as Satan would have it.
If a woman comes to a Christian brother
with a tale of her woes, her disappoint-
ments and trials, he should ever advise
her, if she must confide her troubles to
someone, to select sisters for her con-
fidants, and then there will be no appear-
ance of evil whereby the cause of God
may suffer reproach." The Adventisr
Home, 338

Further, the role of the church pastor
has led more and more to the elevation of
the clergy to the role of the final authority
in the church, until it has even been
known for pastors to veto the decisions of
their church boards. The situation has
extended to Conferences vetoing the
decisions of church boards, or else exert-
ing severe ecclesiastical pressure upon
these boards. Such decisions are criti-
cally challenging the autonomy of each
level of organization. More and more the
pastor becomes the leader, rather than the
servant, of the church; and the laity is
inclined to withdraw from the responsi-
bilities by which they could minister to
the church. In many churches the elders
are little more than men who announce
the hymns for the divine service and offer
an occasional prayer.

Much could be done to reverse the
trends of indolence and passivity that are
seen among the majority of laity in the
Western world today by a reconsidera-
tion of the district-pastor concept and a
reassessment of the role of the laity. If
there is any question about that, we need
only to compare the vitality of the
church in those countries where minis-
ters are few and members are numerous,
contrasting them with the Western
world, where the ratio of pastors to
members is very high. While it would be
wrong to argue that the ratio of pastors
to members is the only factor in the
remarkable membership growth in third-
world countries, yet we cannot but
believe that it is a partial answer to the
situation. Where laity is required to take
services, prayer meetings, evangelistic
meetings, and to minister directly to the
needs of the members of the church,
there is room for much greater growth
and vitality within the church. 0

Keepers of the Faith, 137-151



God to Control
His Heritage

bility that rested on Moses-of voicing
the words of God to the people-has
never been delegated to you."

Moses was specially chosen to be the
visible leader of the children of Israe!.
Through long years of discipline he
learned the lesson of humility, and he
became a man whom God could teach
and guide. He endured as seeing Him
who is invisible. God trusted him-a
daily learner in the school of Christ-
with the leadership of the hosts of Israe!.
God talked with him face to face, as a
man talketh with his friend. He was the
meekest of all men. He did not seek to
control the Holy Spirit, but was himself
controlled by the Spirit.

Do the men who are today swaying
and molding the work of God give evi-
dence that they are swayed and molded
by divine power? Do they give evidence
that they have received the Spirit of
God? Is truth enthroned in their hearts?
Is Christ revealed in their daily ex-
perience? Is the law of kindness on their
lips?

There is an evil, a great evil, that is to
be rooted out of all council meetings and
board meetings. We are living in per-
ilous times. Men are striving for the
control over their fellow men. God is
displeased and dishonored. Man is led to
fear man rather than God. My brethren,
has not the Word of God been dismissed
from your councils? Have not words of
men had too much power? Has not
religious freedom been excluded from
your assemblies? Have you not censured
your fellow men, when you yourselves
were standing under the censure ofGod?
Take your hands off your brethren. They
are not to be under the control of any
man or set of men. Men are not to league
together to bind their fellow men by
rules and restrictions. God knows the
characters of men. He sees their weak-
ness, and He has not put into their hands
the power that belongs alone to Him. He
has not given them the right to say what
their fellow men shall do and what they
shall not do.

lt is the greatest presumption for
man to assume the right of dictation and
control over his fellow men. God is the
owner of man. To his Maker, man stands
or falls. To God he is responsible, not to

OUT people in morc ways than one.
With outstretched arms men are seek-
ing to steady the ark, and the anger of
the Lord is kindled against them be-
cause they think that their position en-
tities them to say what the Lord's ser-
vants shall do and what they shall not
do. They think themselves competent
to decide what shall be brought before
God's people, and what shall be re-
pressed. The Lord inquires of them,
"Who has required this at your hand?
Who has given you the burden of being
conscience for My people? By what
spirit are you guided and controlled
when you seck to restrict their liberty?
I have not chosen you as I chose
Moses-as men through whom I can
communicate divine instruction to My
people. I have not placed the lines of
control in your hands. The rcsponsi-

I Ellen G. White I

I am unable to pUl away the anxious
thoughts that fill my mind in regard to

the work of God. I feel that to weep
would be a relief. I am sure that a work
must be done for those in positions of
trust in Battle Creek. They will never be
safe, trustworthy men until they are la-
borers together with God. The question
often comes to me, "Has God chosen
these mcn to devise a plan and execute
in behalf of His work, when they have
not a vital connection with Him?" The
men God chooses to bear burdens in His
work are to sit at the feet of Jesus and
learn from Him how to repress their
unchristlike desires and inclinations.
God has not given men power to inter-
fere between a human being and his
conscience.
The question of religious liberty

needs to be clearly comprehended by
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his fcllow men. Every man has an in-
dividuality of his own, which is not to be
submerged in any other human being.
The life of each one must be hid with
Christ in God. Men arc undcr God's
control, nOl under the control of weak,
erring human beings. They are to be left
frce to be guided by the Holy Spirit, not
by thc fitful, perverse spirit of un-
sanctified men.

The encroachments made by men on
thc libcrty of their fellow mcn arc con-
demned by God. These encroachments,
which arc not seen in their true bearing,
arc inspired by the enemy of God, to cut
off the opportunity for God to work on
minds by His Spirit. Those who do not
know God, who refuse to hear His voice
or to be ruled by Him, will stand with
cord in hand, ready to bind the Lord's
workers and trammel them in their ef-
forts.
Lct God be recognized as the su-

preme Ruler of His heritage. Let every
man place himself under His control. Let
Him be recognized in all our assemblies,
in every business meeting, every coun-
cil, every committee. He sees all that is
done, and hears all that is said. "Tholl

God seest me." Let thesc words be kept
ever in mind. They will be a safeguard
against imprudent, passionate speeches,
against all desire to domineer. They will
repress words that should ncver bc
spoken, and resolutions that men have
no right to make-resolutions that rc-
strict the liberty of human bcings.

Let God place restrictions on His
workers, but let man beware how he
placcs restrictions where God places
none. If men arc permitted to control
the judgment of their fellow men, op-
pression will result. The cause of God
will be bound about. Scheme after
scheme that is unjust will be planned.
Let not men take on themselves the
responsibility of controlling the words
and actions of their fellow men. Let our
instructions give place to the working
of God on human minds. Let God have
opportunity to control. Should the prin-
ciple obtain sway that, in speaking and
writing, men 3rc to be under the control
of human beings, deadly evils would be
the result.

God calls upon men to act under His
supervision, to accept His standard, to
take all their decisions and plans to Him

for approval. His holiness, His justice, is
to keep them from unprincipled actions.

"Cease ye from man, whose breath is
in his nostrils: for wherein is he to be
accounted of'!" Isaiah 2:22

"Put not your trust in princes, nor in
the son ofman, in whom there is no help.
His breath goeth forth, he retumeth to
his earth; in that very day his thoughts
perish. Happy is he that hath the God of
Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the
LORD his God: which made heaven, and
earth, the sea, and all that therein is:
which kcepeth truth for ever: which
executeth judgment for the oppressed:
which giveth food to thc hungry. The
LORD looseth the prisoners: the LORD
openeth the eyes of the blind: the LORD
raiseth them that are bowed down: the
LORD loveth the righteous: the LORD
preserveth the strangers; He relieveth
the fatherless and widow: but the way of
the wicked He tumeth upside down. The
LORD shall reign for ever, even thy God,
o Zion, unto all generations. Praise ye
the LoRD." Psalm 146:3-10 0

Manuscript Release 1335, (Manuscript
51, 1895)

1Cin£ Q1Ipon iLinp iCine UlIpon 1Cine
Young men who have never made a success in the temporal duties of life will be equally unprepared to engage in the higher
duties. A religious experience is attained only through conflict, through disappointment, through severe discipline of self,
through earnest prayer, Testimonies, vol. 4, 444

To praise the world and God at the same time is in no way acceptable to God. Review and Herald, vol. 3, 35

Why do not brethren oflike precious faith consider that in every age, when the Lord has sent a special message to the people,
all the powel's of the confederacy of evil have set at work to prevent the word of truth from coming to those who should receive
it. The Ellen G. Whire 1888Materials, 1022

We cannot overestimate the value of simple faith and unquestioning obedience. It is by following in the path of obedience in
simple faith that the character obtains perfection. The Seventh·day Adventist Bible Commemary, vol. 4, 1137

It is not always pleasant for our brethren to live where the people need help most; bnt their labors would often be productive
of far more good if they would do so. They ought to come close to the people, sit with them at their tables, and lodge in their
humble homes. The laborers may have to take their families to places not at all desirable; but they should rememberthatJesus
did not remain in the most desirable places. Historical Sketches, 148

The missionaries of the ChristIan church are to stand in their God-given manhood, with the privilege of exercising freedom of
speech and freedom offaith. When they see that a fellow laborer is not doing as a man in his position ought to do, they are not
to harmonize with his plans, or be cowered into silence by a masterful spirit. For them to do this would be a great injury to him
and to them. Boule Creek Letlers, III

Some who have all their lives been led by feeling, have thought that an education or a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures
was of no consequence, if they onJy had the Spirit. But God never sends His Spirit to sanction ignorance. Testimonies, vol. 2,342

God in IIis providence does not permit us to know the end from the beginning; but He gives us the light of IIis Word to guide
us as we pass along. Tlte SeveJ1lh-dayAdvelllisl Bible CommclIlary, vol. 3, 1136
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News Watch
by Jack Kendall

•

U NLIKE most of Latin America,
Uruguay's government has main-

tained a strict policy of church-state
separation for most of this century. ...
But the church appears to be winning
new clout. In 1984 the military junta
then governing the country allowed the
Roman Catholic bishops to found a
Catholic university, lhe nation's first
private university. Its operation was
turned over to the Jesuit order.

"The Rev. Joseph P Fitzpatrick, an
American Jesuit priest who taught at the
university in 1989, hailed the Uruguay-
an changes in a recent article in the
Jesuit magazine America. 'This is a new
day of Catholics who, for generations,
have lived as though they were a dis-
dained minority,' he observed.. ..

"The U.S. government appears to be
helping subsidize the church's efforts. In
1989 the U.S. Agency for [nternational
Development approved a $650,000
grant to set up a graduate school pro-
gram in business at the Catholic Univer-
sity. Three American Jesuit universities
and the College of St. Thomas in St. Paul
arc assisting with the AID-sponsored
project." Church & State, May, 1990

UProtestonts have tampered with
and patronized popery; they have made
compromises and concessions which
papists themselves are surprised to see
and [ai/to understand. Men are closing
their eyes to the real character of Ro-
monism and the dangers to be appre·
hellded from her supremacy. "The Great
Controversy, 566

A statement issued yesterday by the
J-\.30 bishops of northwestern Mexico
and California was unusual in that it
named specific religions and strongly
criticized their methods, blasting them
as 'unfair' and 'anti-Catholic,'

"The 14-page statement singled out
Pentecostals, Jehovah's Witnesses,
Seventh-day Adventists, and the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, com-
monly called the Mormon Church....
"The statement accused the other

churches of 'proselytism,' which it de-
fined as the 'use of unfair and coercive
practices and methods.' It said the 'pros-
elytizing sects' attempt to increase

membership 'at any cost' and use pres-
sure to convince individuals to leave
their religion for another.

tactics include
cal and economic pressure,' manipula-
tion of historical and biblical data and
constant warnings to potential converts
that the end of the world is near.

"The sects hinder ecumenical moves,
especially when some recruiters insist the
former Catholies 'must be rebaptized
when they become members of another
Christian group,' said the statement.

"The bishops said the claims about
baptism have an 'anti-Catholic spirit be-
hind them.' . ..

"The statement also suggested that
much of the other groups' headway was
made because of the financial help from
those 'trying to block the success of the
Church's efforts to increase public con-
sciousness of the needs of the poor." The
Tribune (Oakland, CAl, Thursday,
March 1, 1990

UThe papal church will never relin·
quish her claim to infallibility. All that
she has done in her persecution of those
who reject her dogmas she holds to be
right; and would she not repeat the same
acts, should the opportunity be pre·
semed? Let the restraillls now imposed
by secular government be removed and
Rome be reinstated in Iter former power;
alld there would speedily be a revival of
Iter tyranny and persecLllioll." The
Great Controversy, 564

A reeent report from the Joint Work-
·ng Group of the World Council of

Churches and the Roman Catholic
Church relates a 'steady growth and
maturing in relations.' After offering an
overview of the current ecumenical cli-
mate and the activities of the Joint
Working Group since the last report in
1983, recommendations were offered
for a 'more effective role' for the JWG
in the 1990s. .. . ReOecting on the fac-
tors that inOuence ecumenical relation-
ships, the report lists 'acts of prosely-
tism, excessive concern for confessional
identity, lack of awareness about com-
mon problems and ecumenical tasks,'
and 'divergences on basic doctrinal
questions, [and] ethical, social, and

polilical issues.'" Ecumenical Trends,
(Catholic), June, 1990

T HE North American Academy of
Ecumenists will hold its 1990 as-

sembly in WaShington, D.C., September
28-30, 1990. The theme for the 1990
session is 'The Holy Spirit in Ecumeni-
cal Discussion,' including a panel dis-
cussion on the contribution of the
Muslim, Buddhist, and Native American
traditions to Christian thought about the
Holy Spirit." [bid.

A sub-commission of the inter-
Eastern Orthodox!Roman

Catholic dialogue group has.... re-
jected all forms of proselytism as in-
compatible with principles of religious
freedom." Ibid.

SINCE the beginning of his papacy in
1978, John Paul II has worried about

the disintegration of his church's unitied
front on doctrines and moral teachings. ...
The campaign to clamp down on dissent
has since become a hallmark of John
Paul's reign. Last week the Vatican
hardened that effort, issuing a decree
notifying Catholic scholars that public
attacks on official teaching cannot be
tolerated. It was the toughest and most
sweeping pronouncement Rome has
made in modern times on the limits of
intellectual freedom in the Roman
Catholic Church.

"The 28-page [nstructioll Oil the
Ecclesial Vocation ofthe Theologian was
issued with John Paul's endorsement by
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith, headed by the Pope's righthand
man, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger. ... [It
states] that theologians must give 're-
ligious submission of will and intellect'
even to teaChings not explicitly defined
as infallible (for example, the ban on
women priests). Rome insists that all
church teaching has validity 'by virtue of
divine assistance.' "Time, July 9, 1990

Rome asserts that the lchurcll
never erred; nor will itl according to
Scripwresl ever err, '. .. holY can she
renoullce the prillciples IYhich governed
her course in past ages?" The Great
Controversy, 564
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recently acknowledged and blessed
Him, now uttered curses, and with the
fury of demons they laid hands on Him,
and dragged Him from the synagogue,
out of the city, and thought to thrust Him
over the brow of the hill. But the angels
of God protected Him, and hid Him
from the sight of the infuriated throng,
and He passed on His way unnoticed.

The men of Nazareth did Satan's
work; but Christ could not give them up
without granting them another opportu-
nity for salvation. After His fame had
spread through the country to every
region, after they had had time for their
prejudice to subside, and reason to take
comrol of their minds, He came again to
test them, that they might redeem their
past rejection of Him.

Jesus had given the people of
Nazareth clear and distinct evidence that
His mission was just what He had
claimed it to be. Would they not retrace
their steps? With such tokens of His
truth before them, woutd these blind,
fanatical mcn see in Jesus nothing more
than the carpenter of Nazareth, the son
of Mary?

At the beginning of His ministry,
they had taken their first steps in the
rejection of Christ, they had committed
themselves to the work and the will of

AnAppeal
THE King of Glory appeared in the expect Christ to come in this way. His

form of a servant, clothed in the family connections were humble, pious
garb of humanity. When He began His people, but not distinguished for riches,
public ministry in Nazareth, there was a learning, rank, or power.
sad and terrible exhibition of what The Jews expected the Messiah to
human nature can and will be when come with pomp and ceremony as a
Satan works on the heart. Jesus pro- great king. They looked for Him to
claimed Himself to be the Anointed appear as a conqueror, to deliver Israel
One. No man had before ventured to from the Roman yoke. They thought
assume as much, not the learned or they would be able to cry, "This is the
noble of the earth, not even the prophets king that will reign on David's throne."
or kings. He arose in the synagogue and But this man who made the claim that
read from the prophet Isaiah these gra- He was the Anointed One of God was
cious words: "The Spirit of the Lord from the humble walks of life, the son of
GOD is upon Me; because the LORD hath Joseph and Mary. They had seen Him
anointed Me to preach good tidings unto going up and down the hills, they had
the meek; He hath sent Me to bind up seen Him toiling daily at the carpenter's
the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to bench, and could He be the Messiah?
the captives, and the opening of the The very humiliation which Christ bore
prison to them that are bound; to pro- was foretold in the Scriptures as a speci-
claim the acceptable year of the LORD." fication of His divine character and mis-
Isaiah 61:1-2 sion, and should have commended Him

The eyes of all in the synagogue to every home and heart in the land. But
were fastened upon Him; for divinity to the proud and unbelieving Jews His
flashed through humanity, and with one humility was an offense.
voice they witnessed to the gracious The men of Nazareth refused the
words that had proceeded from His lips. Prince of life. The power of God which
God had spoken to their hearts and given had stirred their hearts as He read and
them a testimony which they acknowl- expounded to them the Scriptures was
edged to be the truth; but soon doubt and resisted, and their passions were stirred
unbelief arose. Who was this that as He spoke truths that revealed to them
claimed to be the Messiah? They did not their real condition. The lips that had so
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Men close their hearts against Jesus, and hold
themselves in the veriest bondage to Satan,
supposing that they are preserving their dignity
as free men

Satan, and their pride was so strong,
their prejudices so great, that at His
second call, they would not acknowl-
cdge Him as the Messiah although they
had the most convincing proof of His
divinity. Oh, what will not pride, un-
belief, and prcjudice lead men to do!

Thc Lord has shown me that we are
in just as much danger in our day as were
the people in the days of Christ. The
Lord is speaking through His delegated
messengers; but the same unbelief is
exhibited. Mcn close their heans against
Jesus, and hold themselves in the veriest
bondage to Satan, supposing that they
are preserving their dignity as frce men;
that they are maintaining their right to
act and think for themselvcs, to believe
or doubt; and like the despiscrs of the
gospel in the apostolic times, they
wonder and perish.
Those who on special occasions of

controversy have taken a course similar
to that of the men of Nazareth should
take heed lest they follow their example
when a second opponunity is given to
accept the gracious light of truth. After
the first rejection, when excitement and
confusion arc over, you may again be
called upon by the divine Messenger,
and you should beware lest you harden
your hearts in prejudice and pride, and in
final rejection of the message that would
work for your salvation.

You may encase yourselves in pride,
and continue to reject Christ in the per-
son ofHis messengers. If you do this, the
words of the apostle will find an applica-
tion in your case, as in the time of the
Jews: "He came unto His own, and His
own received Him not. But as many as
received Him, to them gave He power to
become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on His name." Said Christ,
"'I am come in My Father's name, and ye
receive Me not: if another shall come in
his own name, him ye will receive."
John 1:11-12; 5:43

We arc less excusable than were the
Jews; for we have before us their ex-
ample of rejection of Christ and His
apostles, and we have been warned not
to fall after the same example of un-
belief. Throughout the history of the
church in all ages, and especially in that
of the Seventh-day Adventists, we have
examples of those who have refused the
light God sent them by His ebosen
agents. They have had opportunities and
privileges that should have enabled their
faith to rest on God, and yet they have
revealed the evil heart of unbelief. Their

course has been similar to that of
Pharaoh. The light that the Lord sent to
the king of Egypt was spurned and
rejected by him. His stubborn heart
caused him to brace himself against the
light.

My brethren, the Lord is not pleased
to have us settle down in unbelief, and
question and quibble over matters of
truth as you have done. It is indeed
human to err, and the wisest often make
mistakes; but it is noble to confess error,
and not enclose the heart in prejudice, to
make yourselves and others believe you
have pursued a righteous [course]. You
reject Christ by rejecting the message
He sends; in so doing, you place your-
selves under the control of the prince of
darkness. Your spiritual discernment has
been blunted. God has sent messages of
light to His people which would have
been as healing balm had they received
them; but you with others did not do this.
Like the men of Nazareth, you set your-
selves to refuse the light, you exalted
your own opinion and judgment as more
valuable than the judgment of those
whom God had made channels of light.
This course has brought you where your
faith has become confused! The sweet,
subduing love of God has not charac-
terized your labors. You have presented
dry theories of doctrine, which are not
productive of fruit. ...

God has sent you a message which
He wishes you to receive-a message of
light and hope and comfort for the
people of God. It is not for you to choose
the channel through which the light shall

come. The Lord desires to heal the
wounds of His sheep and lambs through
the heavenly balm of the truth that Christ
is our righteousness. May God forbid
that it shall be said of you, "The diseased
have ye not strengthened, neither have
ye healed that which was sick, neither
have ye bound up that wbich was
broken, neither have ye brought again
that which was driven away, neither

have ye sought that which was lost."
Ezekiel 34:4

The sheep that need to be fed are
scattered upon the mountains of Israel;
they arc starving to death on dry theo-
ries. My brethren, you do not feed thc
nock, you do not have faith, humility,
and love. The most sacred responSibility
rests upon those who have accepted the
position of shepherds to the nock of
God. But if the professed ministers of
Christ are not endowed with the power
from on high, they are not fit for the
work of this time. The work calls for
men who have spiritual energy and
farseeing discernment. God sends light
to His people that they may live in
light according to their privileges. There
are many who feel satisfied with their
meager attainments, and they refuse the
light that God sends them, saying by
their attitUde, I am rich and increased
with goods and have nced of nothing. In
so doing thcy not only rob their own
souls of spiritual knowledge, but they
rob the souls of others....

It is a grievous sin in the sight of
God for men to place themselves be-
tween the people and the message that
He would have come to them, as some
of our brethren are now doing. There
are some who, like the Jews, arc doing
their utmost to make the message of
God of none effect. Let these doubting,
questioning ones either receive the light
of the truth for this timc, or let them
stand out of the way, that others may
have an opportunity of rcceiving the
truth, that the wrath of God may not

come on them because they are bodies
of darkness, when He desires them to be
bodies of light.

Those who live just prior to tbe
second appearing of Christ may expect a
large measure of His Holy Spirit; but if
they do not watch and pray, if God has
ever spoken by me, somc of our leading
mcn are going over the same ground of
refusing the message of mercy, as the
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Many who refuse the message which the Lord
sends them are seeking to find pegs on which
to hang doubts, to find some excuse for
rejecting the light of Heaven

Jews did in the time of Christ. If they
turn away from the light, they will fail to
meet the high and holy claims ofGod for
this important time. They will fail to
fulfill thc sacred responsibility that He
has entrusted to them.

The character and prospects of the
people of God are similar to those of the
Jews, who could not enter in because of
unbelief. Self-sufficiency, sclf-impor-
tance, and spiritual pride separated them
from God, and He hid His face from
them....

Thc Jews despised the good that was
proffered them in the time of Christ, and
after long forbearance of God the things
that were for their peace were hidden
from their eyes; that which if received
would have been to them their greatest
blessing, became their stumbling block.
Thus it is lOday among us. They thought
that Christ's teaching was counteracting
the influence of Ihe old and only religion
that had been from the beginning. After
they had once rejected the light their
minds were blinded, and they thought
Christ's teaching was a deception of the
enemy. Christ was bringing out the old
religion in its true light; but they had
separated themselves from the old pathS,
from the old truths, and had permitted
the customs and traditions ofmen to take
the place of the only vital faith.

Sufficient light was given to the
jewish people so that they might have
known the "time of their visitation."
God had senl them "the Way, the "fruth,
and the Life," in the gift of His Son.
Christ came as the messenger of Je-
hovah, and His path was marked with
blessings. He was sent to make known
the Father. His whole life to its final
sacrifice was a revelation ofGod to men.
Calvary itself announced Him, "the
LORD God, merciful and gracious, long-
suffering, and abundant in goodness and
truth.... Forgiving iniquity and trans-
gression and sin, and that will by no
means clear the guilty." Exodus 34:6-7.
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From Christ, the light of the world,
shone forth the clear, bright beams of
His Father's glory. Yet the Jews compre-
hended it not.
Thus it is in our day. The light of

truth is shining upon uS as clearly as it
shone upon the Jewish people; but the
hearts of men are as hard and unim-
pressible as in the days of Christ, be-
cause they know not what they oppose.
Many who claim to be standing in the
light arc in darkness, and know it not.
They have so enshrouded themselves in
unbelief that they call darkness light,
and light darkness. They are ignorant of
that which they condemn and oppose.
But their ignorance is not such as God
will excuse; for He ha given them light,
and they reject il. Thcy have before thcm
the example of the past; but they will not
be warned, and unbelief is enclosing
them in impenetrable darkness. They
rcfuse to accept the Testimonies they
ought to believe, and arc ready to accept
tidbits of gossip and testimonies of men,
showing their credulousness and readi-
ness to bclieve that which they want to
believe.

There is an alarming condition of
lItings in our churches. Says the Word of
God, "Your iniquities have turned away
these things, and your sins have withhol-
den good things from you. For among My

people arc found wicked men: they lay
wail, as he that selteth snares; they sct a
trap. they catch men.... The prophets
prophesy falsely, and the priests bear rule
by their means; and My people love LO
have it so: and what will ye do in the end
thereof? ... For they have healed the hurt
of the daughter of My people slightly,
saying, Peace, peace; when there is no
peace. ... And now, because ye have
done all these works, saith the LORD, and
I spake unto you, rising up early and
speaking, but ye heard not; and 1 called
you, but ye answered not; therefore will I
do unto this house, which is called by My
namc, wherein ye trust, and unto the

place which I gave to you and to your
fathers, as I have done to Shiloh. And 1
will Cr:'1st you out of My sight, as I have
cast out ail your brethren, even the whole
seed of Ephraim." Jeremiah 5:25-26, 31;
6:14; 7:13--15

The very men who ought to bc on the
alento see what the people of God need,
that the way of the Lord may be pre-
pared, arc intercepting the light God
would have come to His people and
rejecting the message of His healing
grace. Brethren, I beseech you to come
into harmony with the work of God for
this time. Oh, that you would have less
confidence in your own opinions! Oh,
that you might see that it is your in-
herited and cullivated stubbornness of
heart which is keeping you away from
the light of truth!

If the church refuses to hear the
voice of the heavenly MerChantman,
refuses to open the door, then Christ will
pass on, and it will be left destitute of
His presence, destitute of truc riches, but
saying in self-righteousness, "I am rich,
and increased with goods, and have necd
of nothing." Revelation 3:17

Many who refuse the message which
the Lord sends them are seeking to find
pegs on which to hang doubts, to find
some excuse for rejecting the light of
Heaven. In the face ofclear evidence, they
say as did the Jews, "show us a miraclc,
and we will believe. If Ihese messengers
have the truth, why do they not heal the
sick?" These objections recall to mind
what was said concerning Chrisl. "His
brethren therefore said unto Him, Depart
hence, and go into Judaea, that Thy dis-
ciples also may see the works that Thou
doesl. For there is no man that doeth any
thing in secret, and he himself seeketh to
be known openly.lfTI,ou do these things,
shew Thyself to the world. For neither did
His brethrcn believc in Him." "And they
that passed by reviled him, wagging their
heads, and saying, 1110U that destroyest
the temple, and buildest it in three days,
save Thyself. If Thou be the Son of God,
come down from the cross. Likewise also
the chief priests mocking Him, with the
scribes and elders, said, He saved others;
HimselfHecannolsave.lfHebethe King
of Israel, let Him now come down from
the cross, and we will believe Him. He
trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now,
if He will have Him: for He said, I am the
Son of God." John 7:3-5; Matthew
27:39-43

How can any of our brethren who
have before them the history of the



We should take no man for our pattern; for we
are to see and know for ourselves what is truth.
It is of vital importance to us that we allow no
one to come between us and our God

Lord of life and glory, open their lips
to uttcr words similar to the taunting
words of the murderers of our Lord?
Does the Lord lead our brethren to say
these things? I answcr, No. They know
not what spirit they are of. Could their
eycs be opened, they would see evil
angels exulting around them, and tri-
umphing in their power to deceive
them. The day is just before us when
Satan will answer the demand of these
doubters, and present numerous mir-
acles to confirm the faith of all those
who are sceking this kind of evidence.
How terrible will be the situation of
those who close their eyes to the light
of truth, and ask for miracles to estab-
lish them in deception!

When men close their eyes to the
light that God sends them, they will
reject the most evident truth and
believe the most foolish errors. It is
Satan that leads men to take false posi-
tions. Well might we ask, as did Paul in
his day concerning brethren who had
turned away from sound doctrine,
"Who hath bewitched you, that ye
should not obey the truth?" Galatians
3:1. Those who claim to be children of
God, arc, in their ignorance, working
against Him, rebelling against His
providcnce, opposing His plans, and
refusing to do the work that He has
placed upon them. Instead of doing
their duty, they strive to bring every-
thing into harmony with their own nar-
row views. Instead of bringing their
will into subjection to God, that His
purpose may be accomplished, they
choose their own rebellious ways and
will not yield to His guidance....

In the days of Christ there were
many who incurred deep guilt because
they denounced His teaching, without
carefully investigating its claims to
their attention. We are sorry to say that
similar guilt is incurred today through a
similar cause. There arc many who hear
the words of Christ, but they do not in
moral independencc go to the Word of
God to search the Scriptures and see
whether or not these things are so.
Though they have souls to save or to
lose, they dare to rely upon the inter-
pretation and application that their re-
ligious teachers give. God has endowed
men with reasoning powers, that they
may compare scripture with scripture,
and know for themselves what is truth,
that they may be able to give a reason
for the hope that is within them, with
meekness and fear. When the Lord gra-

ciously sends to us the means of know-
ing the truth, and we turn from the
precious privilege and are indifferent to
His message, we insult the Spirit of
God, and we shall walk in darkness and
stumble in unbelief. ...

We are to follow no one but Christ. If
men who have occupied leading posi-
tions feel at liberty to despise the mes-
sage and the messenger, their unbelief is
no excuse for others to do the same. Our
salvation is an individual work.

Sins of the most revolting character
cxist in the church today. The alarming
situation of the people of God requires

more than tame, spirilless, Christless ser-
mons to cut through the tleshy tablets of
the heart, and to arouse the moral sensi-
bility. Satan is appealing to the lowest
propensities of human nature. But these
do not need cultivation. Like thistles and
briers, selfishness, self-love, envying,
jealousy, evil swmisings, self-esteem,
will grow up luxuriantly if only left to
themselves. But the highest, noblest facul-
ties need to be kept in exercise that they
may be developed. Christians who are
overcoming day by day, who are seeking
the glory ofGod and His approbation, will
be careful not only to avoid wrong, but
continually to perform what is right.

We should take no man for our pat-
tern; for we arc to see and know for
owselves what is truth. It is of vital
importance to us that we allow no one to
come between us and our God. We
should not accept any man's opinions
and ideas unless through careful search-
ing for ourselves, we find that they bear
the credentials of Heaven. It is the
greatest importance to us that we in-
dividually open our hearts to the con-
victing power of the Holy Spirit. Let
God speak to us through His Word; let
God impress the soul. ...

Truth will move on, passing by those
who despise and reject it. Although ap-
parently retarded, it cannot be extin-
guished. When the message of God

meets with opposition, He gives it addi-
tional force that it may exert greater
inOuence. Endowed with vital, heavenly
energy, it will cut its way through the
thickest barriers, dispel darkness, refute
error, gain conquests, and triumph over
every obstacle. I speak that I do know, I
testify of that which I havc seen. Those
who would triumph in thc truth will have
to act a part in the sight of the univcrse
which will bring to them the reward of
"well done." They will bc known as
laborers together with God....

The watchmen on the walls of Zion
are asleep. Many havc no burden of the

work, they havc no positivc warning to
give. There arc many who have heard
the message for this time and have seen
its results, and they cannot but acknowl-
edge that the work is good; but from
fear that some will take extreme posi-
tions, and that fanaticism may arise in
our ranks, they have permitted their
imagination to create many obstacles to
hinder the advance of the work, and
they have presented these difficulties to
others, expatiating on the dangers of
accepting the doctrine. They have
sought to counteract thc inllucnce of the
mcssage of truth. Supposc they should
succeed in these efforts, what would be
the result? The message to arouse a
lukewarm church should cease, and the
testimony exalting the righteousness of
Christ would be silcnced....

Have those who have opposed the
light openly or in sccret been giving the
people the food that would nourish their
souls? Have they bcen presenting thc
message which the time demands, that
the camp may be purificd from all moral
defilement? Have they anything to offer
to take the place of the truth which has
been given with fervor and zeal to pre-
pare the way for the Lord's coming?

The character, the motives and pur-
poses of the workmen whom God has
sent, have been, and will continue to be,

continued on 31
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lioned upon breaking with it; sanctifica-
tion is separation from sin and indicates
deliverance from its power and victory
over it. The first is a means to neutralize
the effect of sin; the second is a restoration
of power for complete victory.

Sin, like some diseases, leaves man
in a deplorable condition-weak, de-
spondent, disheartened. He has little
control of his mind, his will fails him,
and with the best of intentions he is
unable to do what he knows to be Tight.
He feels that there is no hope. He knows
that he has himself to blame, and re-
morse fills his soul. To his bodily ail-
ments is added the torture of conscience.
He knows that he has sinned and is to
blame. Will no one take pity on him?
Then comes the gospel. The good

news is preached to him. Though his
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white
as snow; though they be red like crim-
son, they shall be as wool. All is for-
given. He is "saved." What a wonderful
deliverance it is! His mind is at rest. No

whose conception of religion is such that
their own understanding of truth and
righteousness is superior to that revealed
in the Word. It is not easy to decide
which is the greater error.
That the Bible inculcates holiness is

indisputable. "The very God of peace
sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your
whole spiril and soul and body be pre-
served blameless unto the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ." 1 Thessalonians 5:23.
"Follow peace with all men, and holiness,
without which no man shall see the
Lord." Hebrews 12:14. "For this is the
will of God, even your sanctification."
1 Thessalonians 4:3. The Greek word
crylOC; (ltagios) in its various forms is
translated sanctify, holy, holiness,
sanctified, sanctification. It is the same
word which is used for the two apart-
ments of the sanctuary and means that
which is set apart for God. A sanctified
person is one who is set apart for God,
whose whole life is dedicated to Him.

THE final demonstration of what the
gospel can do in and for humanily is

still in the future. Christ showed the
way. He took a human body and in that
body demonstrated lhe power of God.
Men arc to follow His example and
prove that what God did in Chrisl, He
can do in every human being who sub-
mits to Him. The world is awaiting this
demonstration. Sec Romans 8: 19. When
it has been accomplished, the end will
come. God will have fulfilled His plan.
He will have shown Himself true and
Satan a liar. His government will stand
vindicated.
There is much spurious doctrine con-

cerning holiness taught in the world
today. On the one hand arc those who
deny the power of God to save from sin.
On the other hand arc those who flaunt
their sanctity before men and would
have us believe that they arc without sin.
Among the first class arc not only un-
believers and skeptics; but church mem-
bers whose vision docs not include
victory over sin, but who accept a kind
of compromise with sin. In the other
class are such as have no just conception
either of sin or of God's holiness, whose
spiritual vision is so impaired that they
cannot sec their own shortcomings and
hence believe themselves perfect, and

Forgiveness and Cleansing

The plan of salvation must of neces-
sity include, not only forgiveness of sin,
but also complete restoration. Salvation
from sin is more than forgiveness of sin.
Forgiveness presupposes sin and is condi-

M. L. Andreasen I!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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God will have in the last days a remnant, a
"little flock," in and through whom He will
give to the universe a demonstration of His
love, His power, His justice

longer docs his conscience torment him.
He has been forgiven. His sins arc cast
into the depths of the sea. His heart wells
with praise to God for His mercy and
goodness to him.

As a disabled ship towed to port is
safe but not sound, so the man is "saved"
but not sound. Repairs need to be made
on the ship before it is pronounced
seaworthy, and the man needs recon-
struction berore he is fully restored. This
process of restoration is called sanctifi-
cation and includes in its finished pro-
duct body, soul, and spirit. When the
work is finished, the man is "holy,"
eompletely sanctified, and restored to
the image of God. It is for this demon-
stration of what the gospel can do for a
man that the world is looking.

In the Bible both the process and the
finished work are spoken of as sanctifi-
cation. For this reason the "brethren" arc
spoken of as holy and sanctified, though
they have not aHained to perfection. See
1 Corinthians 1:2; 2 Corinthians 1:1;
Hebrews 3:1. A glance through the
epistles to the Corinthians will soon
convince one that the saints there men-
tioned had their faults. Despite this, they
are said to be usanctified" and ucalled to
be saints." The reason is that complete
sanctification is not the work of a day or
of a year, but of a lifetime.

Sanctification begins the moment a
person is converted and continues through
life. Every victory hastens the process.
There are few Christians who have not
gained the mastery over some sin that
formerly greatly annoyed them and over-
came them. Many a man who has been a
slave to the tobacco habit has gained the
victory over the habit and rejoices in his
victory. Thbacco has ceased to be a temp-
tation. It allracts him no more. He has the
victory. On that point he is sanctified. As
he has been victorious over one beset-
ment, so he is to become victorious over
every sin. When the work is completed,
when he has gained the victory over pride,
ambition, love of the world-over all
evil-he is ready for translation. He has
been tried in all pOints. The evil one has
come to him and found nothing. Satan has
no more temptations for him. He has
overcome them all. He stands without
fault before the throne of God. Christ
places His seal upon him. He is safe, and
he is sound. God has finished His work in
him. The demonstration of what God ean
do with humanity is complete.

Thus it shall be with the last genera-
tion of men living on the earth. Through

them God's final demonstration of what
He can do with humanity will bc given.
He will take the weakest of the weak,
those bearing the sins of their [ore·
fathers, and in them show the power of
God. They will be subjectod 10 every
temptation, but they will not yield. They
will demonstrate that it is possible to live
without sin-the very demonstration for
which the world has been looking and
for which God has been preparing. It
will become evident to all tllat the gospel
really can save to the uttermost. God is
found true in His sayings.

Throughout the history of the world
God has had His faithful ones. They
have endured arniction and great tribu-
lation. But even in the midst of Satan's
buffctings they have, as the apostle Paul
says, through faith "wrought righteous-
ness." ::They were stoned, they were
sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain
with the sword: they wandered about in
sheepskins and goatskins; being desti-
tute, arnicted, tormented; (of whom the
world was not worthy:) they wandered
in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens
and caves of the earth." Hebrews 11 :33,
37-38

And in addition to this galaxy of
faithful witnesscs, many of whom were
martyrs for their faith, God will have in
the last days a rcmnant, a "little nock,"
in and through whom He will give to the
universe a demonstration of His love,
His power, His justicc, which, if we

exempt Christ's godly life on earth and
His supreme sacrifice on Calvary, will
be the most sweeping and conclusive
demonstration of all the ages of what
God can do in men.

It is in the last generation of men
living on the earth that God's power
unto sanctification will stand fully re-
vealed. The demonstration of that power
is God's vindication. It clears Him of
any and all charges which Satan has
placed against Him. In the last genera-
tion God is vindicated and Satan

defeated. This may need some further
amplification.

Rebellion in 1·leaven

The rebellion which look place in
heaven and introduced sin into the uni-
verse of God must have been a fearful
experience both for God and for the
angels. Until this time all had been peace
and harmony. Discord was unknown;
only love prevailed. Then unholy ambi-
tions stirred the heart of Lucifer. He
decided tllat he wanted to be like the
Most High. He would exalt his throne
above the stars of God; he would sit
"upon the mount of the congregation. in
the sides of the north." Isaiah 14:12-14.
This declaration of intent was tanta-
mount to an attempt to depose God and
usurp His place. It was a declaration of
war. Where God sat, Satan would sit.
God accepted the challenge....

"There was war in heaven: Michael
and His angels fought against the
dragon; and the dragon fought and his
angelS." Revelation 12:7. The outcome
could have been foreseen. Satan and his
angels "prevailed not; neither was their
place found any morc in heaven. And
thc great dragon was cac;t out, that old
serpent, called the devil, and Satan,
which deeeiveth the whole world: he
was cast out into the earth, and his
angels were cast out with him." Verses
8-9

Though Satan was defeated, he was
not destroyed. By his act of rebellion he
had declared God's government at fault,
and by the selling up of his own throne
he had made claim to greater wisdom or
justice than God. These claims arc inher-
ent in rcbellion and in the establishment
of another government. God could ill
afford not to give Satan an opportunity
to demonstrate his theories. 10 remove
every doubt in the minds of the angels-
and later of man-God must let Satan go
on with his work. And so Satan was
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When the whole question of commandment
keeping is considered, the problem assumes
large proportions. God's law is exceedingly
broad

permitted to live and set up his govern-
ment. For the last six thousand years he
has been giving the universe a demon-
stration of what he will do when he has
the opportunity.

Lucifer
In heaven Lucifer had been one of

the covering cherubs. See Ezekiel 28:14.
This refers 10 the two angels who in the
Most Holy Apartment of the sanctuary
SlOod on the ark, covering the mercy
seat. This was doubtless the highest
office an angel could occupy, for the ark
and the mercy seat were in the immedi-
ate presence of God. These angels were
the special guardians of the law. They
watched over it, as it were. Lucifer was
one of them.

Ezekiel 28:12 contains an interesting
statement concerning Lucifer: "Thou
sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and
perfect in beauty." The meaning of the
expression, :lThou sealest up the sum,"
is not entirely clear. The reading is
capable of varied interpretations. It
seems evident, however, that the intent
is to show the high position and exalted
privilege that were Satan's before he
fell. He was a kind of prime minister, a
keeper of the seal.

As in an earthly government a docu-
ment or law must have the seal attached
to it in order to be valid, so in God's
government a seal is used. God seems to
have apportioned to the angels their
work, the same as He has given to man

his work. One angel is in charge of the
fire. See Revelation 14:18. Another
angel has charge of the waters. See 16:5.
Another has charge of the "seal of the
living God." 7:2. Although, as stated
above, the reading of Ezekiel 28: 12 is
not entirely clear, some feel justified in
translating it, "Thou attachest the seal to
the ordinance." If this position is
tenable, if Lucifer were prime minister
and keeper of the seal, it gives an addi-
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tional reason why he should wish to
substitute his own mark for that ofGod's
seal when he left his first abode.

That Satan has been very active
against the law is evident. If God's law
is a transcript of His character, and if this
character is the very opposite of Satan's,
Satan stands condemned by it. Christ
and the law are one. Christ is the law
lived out, the law become flesh. For this
reason His life constitutes a condemna-
tion. When Satan warred against Christ,
he warred also against the law. When he
hated the law, he also hated Christ.
Christ and the law are inseparable..

When Christ died on the cross He
had demonstrated in His life the possi-
bility of keeping the law. Satan had not
succeeded in leading Christ into sin.
Possibly he did not expect to be able to
do that. But if he could have induced
Christ to use His divine power to save
Himself, he would have accomplished
much. Had Christ done so, Satan could
have claimed that this invalidated the
demonstration God intended to make,
namely, that it was possible for men to
keep the law. As it was, Satan was
defeated. But till the very last he con-
tinued the same tactics. Judas hoped
Christ would free Himself, thus using
His divine power to save Himself. On
the cross Christ was taunted: "He saved
others; Himself He cannol save." But
Christ did not falter. He could have
saved Himself, but He did not. Satan
was baffled. He could not understand.
But he knew that when Christ died

without his having been able to make
Him sin, his own doom was scaled. In
His death Christ was victor.

But Satan did not give up. He had
failed in his contlict with Christ, but he
might yet succeed with men. So he "went
to make war with the remnant of her seed,
which keep the commandments of God,
and have the testimony of Jesus Christ."
Revelation 12:17. If he could overcome
them, he might not be defeated.

God's Demonstration
The demonstration which God in-

tends to make with the last generation on
earth means mUCh, both to the people and
to God. Can God's law really be kept?
That is a vital question. Many deny that it
can be done; others glibly say it can.
When the whole question of command-
ment keeping is considered, the problem
assumes large proportions. God's law is
exceedingly broad; it takes cognizance of
the thoughts and intents of the heart. It
judges motives as well as acts, thoughts
as well as words. Commandment keep-
ing means entire sanctification, a holy
life, unswerving allegiance to right, en-
tire separation from sin, and victory over
it. Well may mortal man cry out, Who is
sufficient for these things! .

Let us say it reverently: God must
meet Satan's challenge. It is not God's
plan, or a part of His purpose, to subject
men to tests that only a chosen few can
survive. In the Garden of Eden God
subjected Adam and Eve 10 the lightest
test conceivable. No one can say that our
first parents fell because the test was too
hard for them. If they fell, it was not
because the test was hard or because they
had not been provided with strength 10
resist. The temptation was not held before
them constanlly. Satan was not permitted
to molest them everywhere. He had
access to them at only one place, namely,
at the tree of knowledge. That place they
knew. They could stay away from it if
they wanted to. Satan could not follow
them everywhere. If they went where
Satan was, it was because they wantcd to.
But even if they went there to examine the
trec, they need not have remained there.
They could walk away. And even if Satan
offered them the fruit, they need not take
it. But they took it and ate. And they ate
because they wanted to, not because they
had to. 'TIley deliberately transgressed.
There was no excuse. God could not have
devised an easier test.

When God commands men to keep
His law, it does nol serve the purpose He
has in mind to have only a few men keep
it, just enough to show it can be done, It
is not in line with God's character to
pick outstanding men of strong purpose
and superb training, and demonstrate
through them what He can do. It is much
more in harmony with His plan to make
His requirements such that even the
weakest need not fail, so that none can
ever say that God demands that which
can be done by only a few. It is for this



In the last generation God will stand
vindicated. In the remnant Satan will meet his
defeat. The charge that the law cannot be kept
will be met and fully refuted

reason that God has reserved His
greatest demonstration for the last
generation. This generation bears the
result of accumulated sins. If any arc
weak, they are. If any suffer from in-
herited tendencies, they do. If any have
an excuse because of weakness of any
kind, they have. If, therefore, these can
keep the commandments, lhere is no
excuse for anyone in any other genera-
tion not doing so also.

But this is not enough. God intends
in His demonstration to show, not
merely that ordinary men of the last
generation can successfully pass a test
such as He gave 10 Adam and Eve; but
that they can survive a test much harder
than such as falls to the lot of common
men. It will be a tcst comparable to the
one Job passed through, and approach-
ing that which the Master underwent. It
will test them to the utmost.

"Ye have heard of the patience of
Job, and have seen the end of the Lord;
that the Lord is very pitiful, and of
tender mercy." James 5:11. Job passed
through some experiences lhal will be
repeated in the lives of the chosen ones
of the last generation. It may be well to
consider them.

Job's Test

Job was a good man. God trusted
him. Day by day he offered sacrificcs for
his sons. "It may be that my sons have
sinned," he said. Job 1:5. He was pros-
perous and enjoyed thc blessing of God.

Then came "a day when the sons of
God came 10 present thcmselves beforc
the LoRD, and Satan came also among
them." Verse 6. A conversation is re-
corded between the Lord and Satan that
concerned Job. The Lord says that Job is
a good man, which Satan does not deny,
but urges that Job is God-fearing merely
because it pays him to be so. He states
that if God will take away His mercies,
Job will curse God. The statement is in
the form of a challenge, and God accepts
it. Satan is given pcrmission to take away
Job's property and otherwise to cause
him sorrow, but not to touch Job himself.
Satan immediately proceeds to do what
he is permilled to do. Job's property is all
swept away, and his children are killed.

When this happened, "Job arosc, and
rent his mantic, and shavcd his head, and
fell down upon the ground, and wor-
shipped, and said, Naked came lout of my
mother's womb, and naked shall I return
thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath

taken away; blessed be the name of the
loRD. In all this Job sinned not, nor
charged God foolishly." Job 1:20-22

Satan is defeated, but he makes
another attempt. At the ncxt mecting
with the Lord, without admitting defeat,
he claims that he had not been permilled
to touch Job himself. If he had, he
claims, Job would have sinncd. The
statement is again a chalJenge, and God
accepts it. Satan is given permission to
torment Job, but not to take his life. He
immediately departs on his mission.

All that the evil one can do, Satan
does to Job. But Job stands fast. His wife

counsels him 10 give up, but he docs not
waver. Under intense physical pain and
mental anguish he remains steadfast.
Again it is recorded that Job stood the
test. "In all this did not Job sin with his
lips." Job 2:10. Satan is defeated and
does not appear any marc in the book.

In lhe succeeding Chapters in the
book of Job we are given a little insight
into the struggle going on in Job's mind.
He is greatly perplexed. Why has all this
calamity come upon him? He is not
conscious of any sin, Why, then, should
God afflict him'? He, of course, docs not
know of the challenge of Satan. Neither
does he know that God is depending
upon him in the crisis through which he
is passing. All he knows is that out of a
clear sky disaster has come upon him till
he is left without family or property, and
with a loathsome disease that nearly
overwhelms him. He docs not under-
stand, but he retains his integrity and
faith in God. This God knew he would
do. This Satan said he would not do. In
the challenge God won.

Humanly speaking, Job had not de-
served the punishment that came to him.
God Himself says it was without cause.
"Thou movedst Me against him, to de-
stroy him wilhout cause." Job 2:3. The
whole experiment can, therefore, be
justified only by considering it as a
spedrie tesl devised for a specific pur-

pose. God wanted to silence Satan's
charge that Job served God Dlily for
profit. He wanted to demonstrate thal
there was at least one man whom Satan
could not control. Job suffcred as a result
of it, but there seemed to be no other way.
A reward was afterward given him.
Job's case is recorded for a purpose.

While we grant its historicity. we believe
that it has also a wider meaning. God's
people in the last days will pass through
an experience similar to Job's. They will
be tested as he was; they will have every
earthly stay removed; Satan will be given
permission to torment them. In addition

to this the Spiril of God will be with-
drawn from the earth and the protection
of earthly governments removed. God's
people will be left alone to baltic with the
powers of darkness. They will be per-
plexed, as was Job. But they, as did he,
wiJI hold fast their integrity.

In the last generation God will stand
vindicated. In the remnant Satan will meet
his defeat. The charge that the law cannot
bc kept wiU be met and fully refuted. God
will produce not only one or two who
keep His commandments, but a whole
group, spoken of as the 144,000. They
wiJI rellect the image of God fully. They
will have disproved Satan's accusation
against the government of heaven..

The Last Generation

God is ready for the challenge. He
has bided His time. The supreme exhibi-
tion has been reserved unt il the final
contest. Out of the last generation God
will select His chosen ones. Not the
strong or the mighty, not the honored or
the rich, not the wise or the learned, but
common, ordinary people wiJI God lake,
and through and by them make His
demonstration. Satan has claimed that
those who in the past havc served God
have done so from mercenary motives,
that God has pampered them, and that
he, Satan has not had free access to
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them. If he were given full permission to
press his case, they also would be won
over. But he charges that God is afraid to
let him do this. "Give me a fair chance,"
Satan says,"and I wiII win out!'

And so, to siJence forever Satan's
charges; to make it evident that His
people are serving Him from motives of
loyalty and right, without reference to
reward; to clear His own name and char-
acter of the charges of injustice and
arbitrariness; and to show to angels and
men that His law can be kept by the
weakest of men under the most dis-
couraging and most untoward circum-
stances, God permits Satan in the last
generation to try His people to the ut-
most. They will be threatened, tortured,
persecuted. They will stand face to face
with death in the issuance of the decree to
worship the beast and his image. See
Revelation 13:15. But they will not yield.
They are Willing to die rather than to sin.

God removes His Spirit from the
earth, Satan will have a greater measure
of control than hc has evcr had before.
True, he may not kill God's people, but
that seems to be the only limitation. And
he uscs every permission he has. He
knows what is at stake. It is now or never.

God, to make the demonstration
complete, does one more thing. He hides
Himself. The sanctuary in heaven is
closed. The saints cry to God day and
night For deliverance, but He appears not
to hear. God's chosen ones are passing
through Gethsemane. They are having a
litlle taste of Christ's experience those
three hours on the cross. Seemingly they
must fight their ballles alone. They must
live in the sight of a holy God without an
intercessor.

But though Christ has finished His
intercession, the saints are still the object
of God's love and care. Holy angels
watch over them. God provides them
shelter from their enemies; He provides
them with food, shields them from de-
struction, and supplies grace and power
for holy living. Sec Psalm 91. Yet they
are still in the world, still tempted, af-
flicted, tormented.

Will they stand the test? To human
eyes it seems impossible. If only God
would come to their rescue, aU would be
well. They are determined to resist the
evil one. If need be they will die, but
they will not sin. Satan has no power-
and never has had-to make any man
sin. He can tempt, he can seduce, he can
threaten; but he cannot compel. And
now God demonstrates through the
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weakest of the weak that there is no
excuse, and never has been any, for
sinning. If men in the last generation can
successfully repel Satan's allack; if they
can do this with all the odds against
them and the sanctuary closed, what
excuse is there for men's ever sinning?

The 144,000

In the last generation God gives the
final demonstration that men can keep the
law ofGod, and that they can live without
sinning. God leaves nothing undone to
make the demonstration complete. The
only limitation put upon Satan is that he
may not kill the saints of God. He may
tempt them, he may harass and threaten
them; and he does his best. But he fails.
He cannot make them sin. They stand the
test, and God puts His seal upon them.

Through the last generation of saints
God stands finally vindicated. Through
them He defeats Satan and wins His case.
They form a vital part of the plan ofGod.
They go through the terrific struggles;
they bailIe with unseen powers in high
places. But they have put their trust in the
Most High, and they will not be ashamed.
TIley have suffered hunger and thirst, but
now "they shall hunger no more, neither
thirst any more; neither shall the sun light
on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb
which is in the midst of the throne shall
feed them, and shall lead them unto
living fountains of waters: and God shall
wipe away all tears from their eyes."
Revelation 7:16-17

They "follow the Lamb whither-
soever He goeth." 14:4. When at last the
doors of the temple shall swing open, a
voice will sound forth: "Only the
144,000 enter this place." Early Writ-
ings, 19. By faith they have followed the
Lamb here. They have gone with Him
into the holy place; they have followed
Him into the Most Holy. And in the
hereafter only those who have thus fol-
lowed Him here will follow Him there.
They will be kings and priests. They will
follow Him into the Most Holy, where
only the High Priest can ever enter. They
will stand in the unveiled presence of
God. They shall follow Him "whither-
soever He goeth." They will not only be
"before the throne of God" and "serve
Him day and night in His temple," but
they will sic with Him in His throne,
even as He also overcame, and is set
down with His Father in His throne. See
Revelation 7:15; 3:21; emphasis sup-
plied in all quotations.

TIle mattcr of greatest importance in
the universe is not the salvation of men,
important as Ihat may seem. The most
important thing is the clearing of God's
name from the false accusations made by
Satan. TIle controvcrsy is drawing to a
close. God is preparing His people for the
last great eonniet. Satan is also getting
ready. The issue is before us and will be
decided in the lives ofGod's people. God
is depending upon US as He did upon Job.
Is His conridence well placed? ...

May the church of God appreciate
the exalted privilege given her! "Ye are
My witnesses, sailh the LORD." Isaiah
43: 10. There must be "no strange god
among you: therefore ye arc My wit-
nesses, saith the LORD, that I am God."
Verse 12. May we be witnesses indeed,
testifying what God has done for us!

All this is closely connected with the
work of the Day of Atonement. On that
day the people of Israel having con-
fessed their sins, were completely
cleansed. They had already been for-
given; now sin was separated from them.
They were holy and without blame. The
eamp of Israel was clean.

We afe now living in the great an-
titypieal day of the cleansing or the sanc-
tuary. Every sin must be confessed and by
faith be sent beforehand to judgment. As
the high priest enters into the Most Holy,
so God's people now are 10 stand face to
face with God. They must know that
every sin is confessed, that no stain of evil
remains. The cleansing of the sanctuary in
heaven is dependent upon the cleansing of
God's people on earth. How important,
then, thai God's people be holy and
without blame! In them every sin must be
burned out, so that they will be able to
stand in the sight of a holy God and live
with the devouring fire. "Hear, ye that arc
far off, what I have done; and, ye that are
near, acknOWledgeMy might. The sinners
in Zion arc afraid; fearfuLness hath sur-
prised the hypocrites. Who among US shall
dwell with the devouring fire? who
among us shall dwell with everlasting
burnings? He that walketh righteously,
and speaketh uprightly; he that despiscth
the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his
hands from holding of bribes, that stop-
peth his ears from hearing of blood, and
shutteth his eyes from seeing evil; he shall
dwell on high: his place of defence shall
be the munitions of rocks: bread shall be
given ltim; his waters shall be sure."
Isaiah 33:13-16 0
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God He established that will. "By the
which will we are sanctified through the
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once
for all." Hebrews 10:10

What are dead works? Death itself is
the consequence of sin. Dead works,
therefore, are works that have sin in
them. The purging of the conscience
from dead works is the cleansing of the
soul from sin, that in the life and works
of the believer sin has no more place.
The works are only works of faith, and
the life a life of faith.

Again it is written: "For the law
having a shadow of good things to come,
and not the very image of the things, can
never with those sacrifices which they
offered year by year continually make
the comers thereunto perfect. For then
would they not have ceased to be
offered? because that the worshippers
once purged should have had no more
conscience of sins. But in those sacri-
fices there is a remembrance again made
of sins every year. For it is not possible
that the blood of bulls and of goats
should take away sins." Hebrews 10:1-4

Though perfection was the aim in all
the ministry that was performed under the
law, yet it was not attained by any of those
performances. They were all simply
figures pointing to the ministry and priest-
hood by which perfection is at1ained; that
is the ministry and priesthood of Christ.
Through the true sacrifice and ministry
the worshipers are perfected: and this
perfection consists in them having "no
morc conscience of sins."

"Whereforewhen He comcth into the
world, He saith, Sacrifice and offcring
Thou wouldest not, but a body hasl Thou
prepared Me: in burnt offerings and
sacrifices for sin Thou hast had no
pleasure. Then said I, La, I come ... to do
Thy will, 0 God. Above when He said,
Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings
and offering for sin Thou wouldest not,
neither hadst pleasure therein; which are
offered by the law; Then said He, La, I
come to do Thy will, 0 God. He taketh
away the first, that He may establish the
second." Hebrews 10:5-9

Here are mentioned two things: "the
first," and "the second." What arc these
two things? Sacrifice, offering, burnt
offerings, and offerings of sin-all as
one--are "the first"; and "the will of
God" is "the second.n "He taketh away
the first, Ihat He may establish the sec-
and." That is, He taketh away sacrifice,
offering, burnt offerings, and offering for
sin, that Hemay establish the will ofGod.

Such an High Priest, Part Three
The great thought and purpose of the

true sanctuary, its priesthood and minis-
try, is that God shall dwell in the hearts
of the people. What is the purpose ofHis
dwelling in the hearts of the people?
Perfection: the moral and spiritual per-
fection of the worshiper.
The sacrifices and the service in the

earthly sanctuary "could not make him
that did the service perfect, as pertaining
to the conscience," and so could not
bring them to this perfection. "But
Christ being come an high priest of good
things to come, by a greater and more
perfect tabernacle, nol made with hands,
that is to say, not of this building; neither
by the blood of goalS and calves, but by
His own blood He entered in once into
the holy place, having obtained eternal
redemption for us." Hebrews 9:9-12.
This sanctuary, priesthood, sacrifice,
and ministry of Christ does make perfect
everyone who by faith enters into the
service.

By the sacrifice, the offering, and the
service of Himself, Christ took away the
sacrifices and the offerings and the serv-
ice which could never take away sins;
and by His perfeCI doing of the will of

A T the close of the fifth chapter of
.!""\.Hebrcws, immediately following
the statement about Christ, that "being
made perfect, He became the Author of
eternal salvation unto all them that obey
Him; called of God an high priest after
the order of Melchisedec," it is written:
"Therefore leaving the principles of the
doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto
perfection." Hebrews 6:1

It is then shown that perfection is
attained only through the Melchisedec
priesthood. It is further shown that this
was always the case and that the
Levitical priesthood was only tem-
porary and typical of the Melchisedec
priesthood. Following this, in discuss-
ing the Levitical priesthood, it is writ-
ten: "If therefore perfection were by
the Levitical priesthood, ... what
further need was there that another
priest should rise after the order of
Melchisedec, and not be called after
the order of Aaron?" Hebrews 7:11.
Again, in the same connection, "For
the law made nothing perfect, but the
bringing in of a better hope did; by the
which we draw nigh unto God." He-
brews 7:19
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Christ was the true substance and meaning of
the priesthood, the service, and even of the
sanctuary itself. Any part of that typical system
that failed to find its meaning in Him was
simply meaningless

And the will of God is "even your sancti-
fication." 1 Thessalonians 4:3. Sanctifi-
cation is the true keeping of all the
commandments of God. In other words,
the will of God concerning man is that
His will, as expressed in His law, might
be exemplified in the life of each
believer. This law is perfect, and it ex-
presses itself in perfection in the life of
the worshiper. See Matthew 5:48; Ephe-
sians 4:8, .12-13; Hebrews 13:20-21

Israel in the darkness and confusion
of Egypt, had lost sight of many truths
which had been plain to the patriarchs.
In giving them a sanctuary patterned on
the heavenly as an object lesson God
sought to restore these truths to them. rt
was therefore not a figure in the sense of
being a type of something to come that
did not yet exist; but in the sense of
being a visible representation of that
which was invisible, to develop in them
a spirituality and true faith that would be
able to view the invisible.

This system, "a figure for the time
then prescnt," found its reality in Christ.
He was the true substance and meaning of
the priesthood, the service, and even of the
sanctuary itself. Any part of that typical
system that failed to find its meaning in
Him was simply meaningless.

When the Lord gave Israel the origi-
nal directions for the making of the
sanctuary that was to be a figure for the

time present, He said, "Let them make
Me a Sanctuary, that I may dwell among
them." His purpose was not that He
should dwell among them only by
having the tabernacle set in the midst of
the camp of Israel, though many of the
children of Israel supposed that that was
enough. As a result of failing to compre-
hend the privilege that was theirs, they
almost wholly lost the true purpose of
the sanctuary and its service.

It is true that by the Shekinah, God
did dwell in the sanctuary. But even the
structure itself with its splendid furni-
ture, standing in the midst of the camp,
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was not all there was to the sanctuary. In
addition to the building and its furniture
there were the sacrifices and offerings,
as well as the priests. Without these
other paris, the sanctuary would have
been without purpose, even though the
Lord's presence was there.

The course of service of the sanctu-
ary was completed annually. Because of
the continual transfer of sins from the
people to the sanctuary, a periodic
cleansing was required to restore the
sanctuary to ils original purity of condi·
tion. The day on which this service took
place was known as the Day of Atone-
ment, and took place on the tenth day of
the seventh month. On that day the
yearly service was concluded in the
Most Holy Place.

That day "the high priest alone" went
into the "Holiest of All" or Most Holy
Place. And, of the high priest and his
service that day it is written, "He shall
make an atonement for the holy sanctu-
ary, and he shall make an atonement for
the tabernacle of the congregation, and
for the altar, and he shall make an atone-
ment for the priests, and for all the people
of the congregation." Leviticus 16:33;
see verses 2-34; Hebrews 9:2-8

Thus the services of the sanctuary, and
all that was involved, was for the making
ofatonement for the people. Atonement is
literally at-one-ment. The sin and the guilt

had separated them from God. By these
services they were made at-one with God.
Forgive is literally give for. To forgive sin
is to give rorsin. Forgiveness ofsin comes
alone from God. What does God give,
what has He given for sin? He gave
Christ, and Christ "gave Himself for our
sins." Galatians 1:4; see Ephesians 2:12-
16; Romans 5:8-11

Therefore when an individual or the
whole congregation of Israel had sinned
and desired forgiveness, the whole plan
of salvation was worked out before
their eyes. The sacrifice which was
brought was in faith of the sacrifice

which God had already made in giving
His Son for sin. In this faith sinners
were accepted of God, and Christ was
received of them for their sins. Thus
they were made at one with God; and
thus God would dwell in the midst of
them, dwelling in the heart and life of
each one, making them "holy, harmless,
undefiled, and separate from sinners."
The placing of the tabernacle in the
midst of the camp of Israel was an
illustration, an object lesson and sug-
gestion of the truth that He would dwell
in the midst of each individual. See
Ephesians 3:16-19

Some in every age recognized this
great saving truth, but, as a body, Israel
missed this thought. Failing to go be-
yond the thought of His dwelling in the
tabernacle in the midst of the camp,
they came short of having His own
personal presence dwelling in their in-
dividual lives. Accordingly their war·
ship became only outward and formal,
and resulted in their lives remaining
unreformed and unhOly. In such a con-
dition it was not possible that they
could enter the rest God had for them,
and, as a result, they Hfell in the wilder-
ness." See Hebrews 3: 17-19

The same mistake was made by the
people after they had passed into the
land of Canaan. They presumed on the
Lord, living as if He dwelt only in the
tabernacle. Consequently their lives in-
creased in wickedness. In order that the
people might learn to worship God in-
dividually, and so find Him to dwell
with them individually, God allowed the
tabernacle to be destroyed and the ark to
be taken captive by the heathen. See
Jeremiah 7:12; 1 Samuel 4:10-22

The tabernacle and its service was
restored by David, later to be merged in
the grand temple that was built by Solo-
mon. Again its true purpose was gradu-
ally lost sight of, resulting in formalism.
Wickedness increased until in Israel the
Lord was compelled to cry out: "I hatc, I
despise your feast days, and I will not
smell in your solemn assemblies.
Though ye offer Me burnt offerings and
your meat offerings, I will not accept
them: neither will I regard the peace
offerings of your fat beasts. T.,ke thou
away from Me the noise of thy songs;
for I will not hear the melody of thy
viols. But let judgment run down as
waters, and rightcousness as a mighty
stream." Amos 5 :21-24

Through the prophet Isaiah God's
message to Judah was much the same.



A failure to appreciate the truths revealed in
the sanctuary, making its purpose a reality in
the life, is not one that belongs peculiarly to
Israel

See Isaiah I:W-15. Because His coun-
sels were disregarded, Israel was carried
captive and her land left desolate. A
similar fate hung over Judah. Yet in all
this they continued to see the temple as
an end in itsclf.

Seeking to save them from this mis-
take, the Lord spoke to them through
Jercmiah: "Behold, ye trust in lying
words, that cannot profit. ... But go ye
now unto My place which was in Shiloh,
where I set My name at the first, and see
what I did to it forthe wickedness of My
people Israel. And now, because ye have
done all these works, saith the LORD,
and I spake unto you, rising up early and
speaking, but ye heard not; and I called
you, but ye answered not; therefore will
I do unto this house, which is called by
My name, wherein ye trust, and unto the
place which I gave to you and to your
fathers, as I have done to Shiloh."
Jeremiah 7:8, 12-14

What, specifically, were the "lying
words" in which these people trusted?
"Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The
temple of the LORD, the temple of the
LORD, the temple of the LORD, are these."
Jeremiah 7:4. Clearly, the forms of wor-
ship and the temple service were only
forms. The worshipers entirely missed
the purpose of the temple and its services.
And missing all this, the wickedness of
their hearts only made itself more
manifest. For this reason all their sacri-
fices, worship, and prayers were only a
mockery, their lives unreformed and un-
holy. Instead of allowing God's great
purpose of the temple and its services to
be met in themselves, the people utterly
perverted them, sanctioning them as a
cloak for grossest wickedness.

For such a system there was no
remedy. Accordingly the city was be-
sieged and captured by the heathen. The
temple was destroyed, and, with the city,
laid a heap of blackened ruins. The
people were carried captive to Babylon.

Later, God brought them back from
Babylon a humbled and reformed
people. His holy temple was rebuilt
and its services were restored. The
people again dwelt in their city and
their land. But apostasy again ensued.
The same course was again repeated
until, when Jesus, the great center of
the temple and its services, came to His
own, the same old condition of things
prevailed. See Matthew 21:12-13;
23:13-32. In their hearts they could
persecute Him to death, and yet out-
wardly seek an appearance of holiness

in refusing to cross the threshold of
Pilate's judgment hall "lest they should
be defiled." John 18:28

The Lord's appeal to the people was
still the same as of old; that they should
find in their own personal lives the
meaning of the temple and its services.
Only in so doing could they be saved
from the fate which had overtaken their
nation through all its history.

Accordingly, one day in the temple
Jesus said to those present: "Destroy this
temple, and in three days I will raise it
up. Then said the Jews, Forty and six
years was this temple in building, and

wilt Thou rear it up in three days? But
He spake of the temple of His body."
John 2:19-21. In referring to "the temple
of His body" Jesus was still seeking to
lead them to a correct understanding of
the temple and its services. By dwelling
in them, as He dwelt in the temple, He
desired to sanctify them, as His presence
sanctified the temple. Only thus could
their bodies truly be temples of the
living God. See 2 Corinthians 6:16;
1 Corinthians 3:16-17; Leviticus 26:11-
12; 2 Samuel 7:6-7

Still they failed to see this truth. They
not only would not be reformed, allowing
the purpose of the sanctuary to be fulfilled
in themselves, but they rejected Him who
came personally to show to them its true
purpose. No remedy remained. Again
their city was taken by the heathen, the
temple destroyed, and they were taken
captive, forever to be scattered, "wander-
ers among the nations." Hosea 9:17

A failure to appreciate the truths
revealed in the sanctuary, making its
purpose a reality in the life, is not one
that belongs peculiarly to Israel. The
truth of Christ dwelling in the soul-
temple, conforming the life to the will of
God, is one that is understood by few.
Consequently, they, just as did [srael,
remain unsanctified in life and purpose.
Unless this great truth is recognized and
a change made in the life and practices,

they will find themselves as unprepared
for Christ's second coming, as was an-
cient Israel for His first advent. And
God, who is no respecter of persons, will
have no alternative but to say 10 them: "I
never knew you: depart [rom Me, ye that
work iniquity." Matthew 7:23

In that former earthly sanctuary and
service, "every priest standeth daily
ministering and offering oftentimes the
same sacrifices, which can never take
away sins: but this Man, after He had
offered one sacririce for sins for ever, sat
down on the right hand of God; from
henceforth expecting tiJI His enemies be

made His footstool. For by one offering
He hath perfected for ever them that are
sanctified." Hebrews 10:11-14

Thus perfection is attained through
the priesthood, the sacrifice, and the
service of our great High Priest at the
right hand of the throne of Majesty in the
heavens. "Whereof the Holy Ghosl also
is a witness to us: for after He had said
before, This is the covenant that I will
make with them after those days, saith
the Lord, I will put my laws into their
hearts, and in their minds will f write
them; and their sins and iniquities will I
remember no marc. Now where remis-
sion of these is, there is no more sacri-
fice for sin." Hebrews 10:15-18

This new and living way He "hath
consecrated for us through the flesh;"
that is He, coming in the Ocsh, identify-
ing Himself with mankind in the flesh,
has consecrated a way from where we
are to where He now is, at the right hand
of the throne of the Majesty in the
heavens in thc Holiest of AJI.

Perfection of character is the Chris-
tian goal-perfection attained in this
world. Christ, having attained it, has
become our great High Priest. By His
priestly ministry in the true sanctuary He
enables us to also altain it. 0

To be continued.
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ONE of the most familiar of Ellen
White's many encouragements to

God's people is found on page 196 of
the book Life Sketches. Many, if not the
majority, of Seventh-day Adventists
could recite from memory-"We have
nothing to fear for the future, except as
we shall forget the way the Lord has led
us, and His teaching in Our past history."

"Nothing to fear." What a relief that
would be to many troubled minds! And
yet, broad as the assurance is, it comes
tiro to a condition-we must not forget.
Which raises a disturbing question:
What if we have never known the way
the Lord has led us, and His teaching in
our past history?

I do not doubt for a moment that this
statement applies, in one sense, to each
person's own experience, the way the
Lord has led and taught us individually.
Vet the statement's context, and the
words "our past history" clearly show
that Ellen White spoke as well of the
denomination as a whole.

At the time she wrote these words
Ellen White could speak of having per-
sonally "traveled over every step of ad-
vance to our present standing."1 We can-
not say that today; we are far too young.
Thus it seems that, for the promise ofLife
Sketches, 196, to be fulfilled to us, we
must take it upon ourselves to first learn
that which we must never forget.

There arc, of coursc, those cpisodes
of our church's past that have become
the legends of Adventism. These arc
well-known, often referred to. For this
we may be glad. But all heaven is
saddened at every recurrence of the mis·
takes of the past. Simply put, we should
know belter. We would know better,
many times, had we the benefit of an
acquaintance with "the way the Lord has
led us, and His teaching in our past
history."

"Our past history" covers a span of
more than a century and a half, not
counting the Old and New Testaments
and the many lessons to be learned from
God's true church through the ages of
persecution and the years of the Refor-
mation. From such a storehouse of infor·
mation one could easily draw lesson
upon lesson of tremendous value for
God's people today. Above aJ! other
periods of the church's past, perhaps
none stands in as obvious parallel to the
time of the end as docs that of the
Advent Awakening and the Midnight
Cry of 1844. To sum up as concisely as
possible thc prominent characteristics of
those years, one could do little better
than the two words, "earnestness" and
"enthusiasm." Surely these are not
aspects of our past that we can afford to
forget!

Passing over, for now, the deeper
and sometimes more technical subjects
of the 2300 day/year prophecy, the sanc-
tuary, and the investigative judgment
(all of which descrve serious study in
their own nght), let us briefly consider
the experiences of those times, and what
we might learn from them.

In May, 1842, the sixth general con-
ference of believers in the soon advent
of Christ met in Boston. Among the
various items of business transacted was
the establishment of a committee to plan
three summer camp mcetings for pro-
moting interest in the Advent. In late
June the first of these convocations was
held at East Kingston, New Hampshire.
Tltis first cffort was well received, and
plans were expanded somewhat. Instead
of the three camp meetings that had been
contcmplated, they had thirty-one. In
1843 it was forty, in 1844 the number
rose to fifty-four. (Bear in mind Ihat
camp meeting in the 1840s meant horse
drawn transportation instead of cars,
canvas tcnts instead of recreational ve-
hicles and motorhomes, buckets of
water instead of hoses and plumbing; no
refrigeration, few preparcd foods, and
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This concern for the salvation of others was the
motive behind the grueling pace set by those
who felt the responsibility of bearing to their
fellow men the message that had blessed their
own souls

no heat but an open fire. It was a major
undertaking just to attend, let alone to
organize such an event.)

East Kingston was such a success
that the brethren determined to find a
way to accommodate the needs of other
encampments where facilities were
either too small or unavailable. Some-
one suggested a tent. Funds were solic-
ited, and soon Edward Williams of Ro-
chester, New York, was commissioned
to construct a tent. But this was not to be
just "a tent." Williams was an Advent
believer himself (a Millerite if you
wish), and this was the most important
project in the history of the world. No,
this would not be just another tent, this
would be the "Great Tent," the largest
tent in the country. One hundred twenty
feet in diameter, it could seat four thou-
sand comfortably, and another two thou-
sand could be crowded into the aisles.
Yes, it would be big, but it was needed
soon. After all, souls were deciding their
eternal destiny every day.

In July, one month later, the Great
Tent went up for the first time. 2

The earnestness and enthusiasm en-
gendered by the teaching of the advent is
well exemplified by the experience at-
tending its preaching in the city of
1Oronto, Canada. A traveling Advent
lecturer found himself unable to secure
the use of an adequate hall, for all the
churches and larger facilities were
closed to the teaching of such doctrine.
The only available hall was far too small
to hold the crowd that came out for the
meeting, and the lecturer announced that
unless proper arrangements could be
made he would be forced to journey on
to other fields of labor.

The only solution was to construct a
building dedicated to the purpose. The
lecturer describes the progress of the
project: "In two hours from the time that
the proposition was started in a prayer
meeting, where our friends had met for
worship, the whole amount was sub-
scribed. One brother gave the land,
another the nails, another a quantity of
lumber, and more than a score of
brethren offered to work on the building;
besides money enough being subscribed
to pay all other expenses. Our house will
be a temporary affair, expecting soon, as
we do, to exchange it for that which has
foundations, whose builder is God. It
will be about thirty feet by ninety, and
will be finished in six or eight days. The
excitement through the city is immense,
and it is hourly on the increase,")

In the late fall of 1842 James White
was only one of many who, although
untrained for the work of the ministry,
felt the conviction to preach the "Advent
near." Circumstances were not favor-
able, however. He later wrote: "I had
neither horse, saddle, bridle, nor money.
yet felt that I must go. I had used my past
winter's earnings in [buying] necessary
clothing, in attending second advent
meetings, and the purchase of books and
the chart. But my father offered me the
use of a horse for the winter, and Elder
Polley gave me a saddle with both pads
torn off, and several pieces of an old
bridle. I gladly accepted these, and
cheerfully placed the saddle on a beech
log and nailed on the pads, fastened the
pieces of the bridle together with malle-
able nails, folded my chart (with a few
pamphlets on the subject of the advent)
over my breast, snugly buttoned up in
my coat, and left my father's house on
horseback. "4

That winter James White kept a tax-
ing itinerary. He once completed a series
of lectures as the sun was setting, but
still had an appointment to meet that
night sixteen miles away. "My clothes
were wet with sweat. I needed rest. But
there was my next appointment. The
people would be together in about an

hour, and I had sixteen miles to go. So I
hastily said farewell ... mounted my
horse and galloped away toward Lisbon
Plains in a stinging cold February eve-
ning. I was chilled, but there was no time
to call and warm. My damp clothing
nearly froze to me, but I galloped on.'"

Congregations may have been some-
what more forgiving in those days, for
White records that the people were still
there when he arrived, only an hour late.
His sermon went well, despite the incon-
venience of chattering teeth.

William Miller, the farmer-turned-
preacher whose doctrine so stirred those
who heard it, gives an insight into his
motivation in a lettcr to his close friend

and fellow worker, 1. V. Himes: "Those
souls whom I have addressed in my six
months' tour are continually before me,
sleeping or waking; I can see them
perishing by the thousands; and when I
reflect on the accountability of their
teachers, who say (peace and safety,' I
am in pain for them."6

Tltis concern for the salvation of
others was the motive behind the gruel-
ing pace set by those who felt the re-
sponsibility of bearing to their fellow
men the message that had blessed their
own souls. In the opening days of 1844
Miller would write: "I have wronged no
man; neither have I sought for your
honors or gold. I have preached about
4,500 lectures in about twelve years, to
at least 500,000 different people. I have
broken my constitution and lost my
health; and for what? That if possible I
might be the means of saving somc."7

Similarly, James White expressed
the conviction that drove him on in his
work at this time: "God forbid that I
should fold my arms in lazy-lock while
sinners arc sinking to eternal night."8

Joel SpaUlding, a lesser-known lec-
turer in the Advent cause, described his
travels as follows: ('I have traveled in the
forty days, two hundred and seventy-
five miles, had my beast fall twice, while

on horseback, in sloughs; and once in
the midst of Kennebec River while ford-
ing, where the current was considerably
rapid, and up 10 the stirrups. As I was
cast into the river, the horse fell upon
me; but 1 escaped unhurt, with the ex-
ception of a lame ankle, on which I was
unable to bear my weight for some days.
But none of these things moved me. I
could hobble with the assistance of a
staff into the desk, happy in having the
privilege still of arousing a slumbering
church to a sense of the immediate
'appearing of the great God, and our
Saviour Jesus Christ.' ''9

Though Miller was not trained as a
speaker, he soon learned that timidity
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Through the history of the church, the devil
has brought disrepute upon the people of God
by insinuating his own hellish concepts and
practices in among the advances being made
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit

and indecision were ineffective in pre-
senting his message. Enlistment in the
Lord's army, he found, called for as
much courage and determination as
service in his country's army ever had.
Writing to a fellow minister, he de-
scribed his concept of winning a battle
for God: "Depend wholly on the power
of the Spirit. Keep your sword the right
side up, the edge to the heart, and your
arm well nerved. Bring home the blow
with an intent to kill. Be not afraid of
hurting your hearers, wind no silk hand-
kerchiefs around your blade, nor
withhold one moiety of power when you
make a thrust. Some are in the habit of
Iliding a part of the sword, for fear the
enemy will dodge the blow; but this will
never do. The moment your enemy dis-
covers your cowardice Or fear, they
despise you. They rouse to action with
redoubled vigor and ten to one if you are
not overthrown. Never show any dis-
couragement, or unbelief in the strength
or power of your Commander. Let His
name be your watchword, His armor
your shield, and His cause your field. If
the enemy roar and make a noise, take
courage, double your diligence; it is a
certain sign that your blows are telling
home."10

The year 1843, as measured by the
Jewish calendar, was originally antici-
pated to be the last of this world's
existence. It was a time of intense inter-
est to believers in the advent, and many
an unbeliever, as well, watched the un-
folding of events with more than casual
attention. As always under such circum-
stances, the danger of fanaticism was a
serious concern. Time and time again
through the history of the church, the
devil has brought disrepute upon the
people of God by insinuating his own
hellish concepts and practices in among
the advances being made under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Miller, and
others, had foresight enough to perceive
this danger and, to a great degree, cut it
off before its foul influence became
prominent. But even the timely warn-
ings of such men was not entirely suffi-
cient to repel all traces of fanaticism.

John Star':weather, the assistant pas-
tor of the Chardon Street Chapel in
Boston, began to teach that "conversion,
however full and thorough, did not fit
one for God's favor without a second
work; and that this second work was
usually indicated by some bodily sensa-
tioll."l1 As this teaching developed,
these "bodily sensations" often took the
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form of fainting and fitful seizures.
These, Starkweather called the "sealing
power" of God.

Sylvestor Bliss, Miller's contem-
porary and biographer, describes the sit-
uation: HThese manifestations were new
to a majority of his hearers. Some
looked on in wonder and awe, while
others were suspicious of the new
development, but feared to 'offend
against the Holy Ghost,' as dissent from
it was termed; and those who were
favorably impressed were anxious to
experience on themselves the 'sealing
power.'

"Those who were familiar with the
history of fanaticism in past ages, who
had read with pain the termination of the
career of the eloquent Edward Irving in
England, who knew the devastation
caused by fanaticism in the time of the
Reformation, of its effects in the early
ages of Christianity, and of the results
produced by it even in many portions of
our own country during the infancy of
some of the sects among us, were at no
loss respecting its character."11

Near the close of April, 1843, J. V.
Himes, the head pastor of the Chardon
Street Chapel and Miller's closest as-
sociate, was back in Boston after an
extended absence. He "determined to en·
deavor to stem the current of fanaticism
which had commenced [in his absence].
In a calm and faithful manner, he gave
them [the church members] the history of
various movements which had been de-
stroyed or greatly injured by fanatiCism;
and, without intimating that evidences of
such then existed, he exhorted them to
learn from past experience, and see to it
that they avoid the rocks on which others
had been shipwrecked.

"Mr. Starkweather arose in reply,
and was so vehement that Mr. Himes felt
justified in again addressing the au-
dience, exposing the nature of the exer-
cises that had appeared among them, and
their pernicious tendency.

"This so shocked the sensibilities of
those who regarded them as the 'great
power of God' that they cried out and
stopped their ears. Some jumped upon
their feet, and some ran out of the house.
'You will drive out the Holy Ghost!'
cried one. 'You are throwing on cold
water!' said another.

" 'Throwing on cold water!' said Mr.
Himes; 'I would throw on the Atlantic
Ocean before I would be identified with
such abominations as these, or suffer
them in this place umebuked.' "12

The seventh month movement,
which focused the attention of the

believers on October twenty-second as
the expected day of Christ'S return, did
not begin until the middle of August,
1844. Drawing on parallels in the para-
ble of the ten virgins, the more definite
message of Christ's soon return came to
be called the midnight cry. "Behold! the
Bridegroom cometh," was sounded far
and wide.

It is interesting to note the direct
contrast between this movement and the
fanaticism which sought to attach itself
to the work of God. William Miller,
James White, and Ellen White, each
writing from their perspective of per-
sonal experience in the message, all
stress this distinction. In October, 1844,
only a few days before the passing of the
time, Miller wrote:

"I think I have never seen among
OUT brethren such faith as is manifested
in the seventh month. 'He will come,'
is the common expression. 'He will not
tarry the second time,' is their general
reply. There is a forsaking of the
world, an unconcern for the wants of
life, a general searching of heart, con-
fession of sin, and a deep feeling in
prayer for Christ 10 come. A prepara-
tion of heart to mect Him seems to be
the labor of their agonizing spirits.
There is something in this present
waking up different from anything I
have ever before seen. There is no



great expression of joy: that is, as it
werc, suppressed for a future occasion,
when all heaven and carth will rejoice
together with joy unspeakable and full
of glory. There is no shouting; that,
too, is reserved for the shout from
heaven. The singers are silent: they are
waiting to join the angelic hosts, the
choir from heaven. No arguments arc
used or needed: all seem convinced
that they have the truth. There is no
clashing of sentiments: all arc of one
heart and of onc mind. Our meetings
arc all occupied with prayer, and ex-
hortation to love and obedience. The
general expression is, 'Behold the
Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet
Him.' "13

James White asserts that the seventh
month movement "was subversive of
all those forms of fanaticism which had
made their appearance somewhat in
connection with the Second Advent
cause. And it is a fact that Satan had
crowded upon some who bore the Ad-
vent name almost every stripe of fanati-
cism he had ever invented. But these
were at once swallowed up by the
solemn power of the midnight cry, as
the rods of the magicians were by the
rod of Aaron."14

And Ellen White says simply that
"Of all the great religious movements
since the days of the apostles, none have
been morc free from human irnpcrfec·
tion and the wiles of Satan than was that
of the autumn of 1844."15

The greatest overriding similarity
between the believers in 1844 and those
who will be alive at the coming of the
Lord is the simple fact that both will
have an experience of waiting with in-
tense longing for the Second Advent.
Though Christ will at last return, and all
disappointed hopes will vanish never-
more to be seen again-still, as long as
we remain this side of that fulfillment,
we will have lessons to learn from the
disappointment at the passing of the
time in 1844.

It seems unlikely that any will sur-
vive the test of waiting for the coming of
Christ who could not also have survived
the test of further delay. And it was just
such a test which proved so disastrous to
the faith of thousands who waited confi-
dently on that twenty-second day of
October. How might we have fared had
we been in their place?

Miller wrote of the day of expecta-
tion as ua solemn time" when "even the
wicked scoffers stood mute." But then-

"It passed. And the next day it seemed as
though all the demons from the bottom-
less pit were let loose upon us. The same
ones and many more who were crying
for mercy two days before, were now
mixed with the rabble and mocking,
scoffing, and threatening in a most
blasphemous manner. II 16

There were thousands of Millerite
Adventists who waited for their Lord to
return, but knew not what to do-or
lacked the willingness to do what they
knew they should-when He did not
appear. It was a time of confusion and
sorrow such as they had never ex-
perienced before.

Is it not wise to ponder how such
events might have affected us? Would
we have responded as did Miller?
"Brethren, hold fast; let no man take
your crown. I have fixed my mind upon
another time, and here I mean to stand
unlil God gives me more lighl.-And
that is Today, TODAY, and TOOAY, until
He comes, and I see HIM for whom my
soul yearns."17

That the test imposed upon the final
remnant of God's church should be
lighter than that endured by others
seems unlikely at best. But remember,
uWe have nothing to fear for the future,
except as we shall forget the way the
Lord has led us, and His teaching in our
past history." 0
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misrepresented. Men will catch at words
and statements that they suppose to be
faulty, and will magnify and falsify
these utterances. But what kind of work
are these lookers-on doing? Has the
Lord placed them on the judgment seat
to condemn His message and mes-
sengers? Why do not these opposers lay
hold of Ihe work, if they have so much
Itght? If they see defects in the presenta-
lion of the message, why do they not
present it in a better way? If they possess
such farseeing discernment, such cau-
tion, such inlelligence, why do they not
go to work and do something?

The world is a second Sodom; the
end is right upon us; and is it reasonable
to think that there is no message to
make ready a people to stand in the day
of God's preparation? Why is there so
little eyesight? So little deep, earnesl,
heartfelt labor? Why is there so much
pulling back? Why is there such a con-
tinual cry of "peace and safely," and no
going forward in obedience to the
Lord's command? Is the third angel's
message to go out in darkness, or to
lighten the whole earth with its glory?
Is the light of God's Spirit 10 be
quenChed, and the church to be left as
destitute of the grace of Christ as the
hills of Gilboa were of dew and rain?
Certainly all must admit that it is time
that a vivifying, heavenly innuence
should be brought to bear upon our
churches. It is time that unbelief, pride,
love of supremacy, evil-surmising,
depreciation of the work of others, li-
centiousness, and hypocrisy should go
out of our ranks.

All the good will have a tendency to
press together, and all doubting, un-
believing ones will keep each other in
countenance, and strengthen the very
elements of character that the testimo-
nies of God's Spirit have reproved and
urged men to overcome. We would ask
every man and woman, On which side is
your infiuence? Arc you working where
God is working, or arc you working with
the enemy? Says Christ, "He that is not
with Me is against Me, and He that
gathereth not with Me scattereth
abroad." Matthew 12:30 0

Tile ElIe" G. White /888 Materials,
395-424
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